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PREFACE 



The purpose of the present volume of facsimiles is to illustrate the history of the 
transmission of the Biblical text before the invention of printing. The facsimiles are taken 
from MSS. in the possession of the Department of Manuscripts, and therefore include no 
representatives of the Oriental languages, which come within the province of another Depart- 
ment. The original Hebrew of the Old Testament, and the Syriac, Coptic, and other Oriental 
versions of the Bible consequently fall outside our limits; but the Septuagint version of the 
Old Testament, the original Greek of the New, and the Vulgate version of both Testaments 
are all represented, together with the various English translations, from the earliest Anglo- 
Saxon glosses down to the period of the invention of printing. Various features of the 
textual history of the Bible are brought out in the different plates. Thus the MS. reproduced 
in plate I, in addition to being the oldest Biblical MS. at present in the possession of the 
Museum, also represents the period in which books were normally written on rolls of papyrus, 
and so approaches nearer than any of its companions to the appearance of the original 
autographs of the New Testament Scriptures. From the period when papyrus was being 
superseded by vellum, and when, the Church being now recognized and protected by 
the State, large and sumptuous copies of the Scriptures could safely be produced, we have 
the celebrated Codex Alexandrinus (plate II), closely followed by the Codex Nitriensis 
(plate III) and the Codex Purpureus (plate IV), of which the former represents the class 
of MSS. known as palimpsests, while the latter is a portion of one of those editions 
de luxe of the Gospels, written in gold or silver letters upon purple vellum, in which the 
sixth century seems to have taken special delight Plates V-VIII illustrate the minuscule 
period of Greek writing, which superseded the handsome but cumbrous uncial style in the 
course of the ninth and tenth centuries, and continued in use, with progressive modifications 
in detail, until manuscripts were superseded by printed books. Opportunity is also taken to 
illustrate various points in the textual history of the Septuagint and of the New Testament. 
Plates IX-XIX deal with the history of the Vulgate Latin version (no copy of the pre- 
Hieronymian version being available in the Museum). They include volumes of great value for 
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PREFACE. 



the text of the Vulgate, such as the Lindisfarne and the Harley Gospels ; ancient relics of the 
English Church, such as the (so-called) Psalter of Augustine and the Lindisfarne Gospels, which 
contain, in addition to their Latin texts, the earliest translations of these into English now extant ; 
representatives of the revival of Biblical study in France under Charlemagne, in the Golden 
Gospels and the revised Vulgates of Alcuin and Theodulf ; a beautiful specimen of English 
illumination in the Winchester Gospels of the time of Cnut ; and an example of the standard 
text of the Latin Bible which emanated from the University of Paris in the thirteenth century. 
From the Bible of Western Christendom in general, we turn to the Bible of the English Church 
in particular, which was derived from it; showing in succession the versions of the Gospels 
and of the Pentateuch which were produced about the year 1000 in southern England, the 
translations of the Psalter which are the first signs of the revival of the vernacular Bible 
after the Norman Conquest, and finally the two versions of the entire Bible produced by 
Wycliffe and his followers, which for the first time placed the Scriptures in the hands of the 
common people. 

At this point our series closes. With the printed Bible of Tyndale and his successors 
a new chapter opens, which is beyond the scope of the present publication. 



F. G. K. 



October 18, 1900. 
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I. PAPYRUS CCXXX. 



Fragment of a Psalter, in Greek, written on papyrus in Egypt, about the end of the third 
century. Purchased by the British Museum in 1893, with a number of other papyri from 
the district of the Faytim. The oldest Biblical MS. in any language in the British Museum, 
and one of the oldest in existence anywhere. 

Papyrus was the material in general use for literary purposes in the Greek-speaking world 
from at least the fifth century b.c. until its gradual supersession by vellum in the third and 
following centuries after Christ. Hence there can be little doubt that the earliest copies of 
the Greek Bible (both of the Septuagint version of the Old Testament and of the several books 
of the New Testament in their original tongue) were written upon this material. The earliest 
vellum MSS. of the Greek Bible now extant were written in the fourth century ; for anything 
of more ancient date we must look to papyri, and these, owing largely to the brittleness of 
the material, which survives only in the dry soil and climate of Egypt, are mere fragments. 
Several fragments attributable to the third century (including portions of the Psalms, Isaiah, 
Ezekiel, Matthew, and John) have already come to light ; but as yet nothing has been discovered 
of earlier date. Many MSS. of profane authors of the first and second centuries have, however, 
recently been discovered, and from these it is possible to form a good idea of the appearance 
of the original autographs of the New Testament. 

Papyrus; two columns, mutilated, from a roll, the usual form of book in ancient times. 
The earliest examples of the modern book-form, in leaves, belong to the second century, and 
it did not become the predominant form for literary purposes until the fourth century. The 
text is written stichometrically, i. e. in short clauses, corresponding to the verse-divisions of the 
original. A second hand has marked off the syllables by dots (except in Ps. xiv), probably for 
reading or singing in school. It will be noticed that, as often in MSS. of this period, « is 
repeatedly written for 1, and e for ai. An apostrophe is used to separate two similar adjoining 
letters, whether in the middle of a word or between the end of one word and the beginning 
of the next. The most noteworthy variants from the text contained in other MSS. will be 
found in Ps. xii. 3, 4, and xiii. 5. 
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The fragment contains Ps. xii. (xi. in the Greek numbering) 7-xv. (xiv.) 4. 



XI. 7. ra] \oyia tc{vpio)v Xoyeia ay pa 

apyvpiop n]e7rvp6pevop SoKipop rr\ yq 
Ke]KdOdpi<rpepop eirrdnXd&iop 

8. <r)v K(vpi)e <puXd£is fjpas 

Kai 8iarrjprj]ais tjpas and ttjs yepeas ravrrji 
eis] top aicwa 

9. kvkXco 01] daefiis nepindrovaip 

Kara r]o v[^]bs <rov [en]6Xv[oi>]pfio-as rovi 
v]iovs r<op ap0[pa>]na{p] 
XII. is r]o reXos yfraXpos ro> 

Saveif 

2. [FB em] nore K(vpi)e im\r)<ri pov eis reX[os] 
em nore] dnoorpeyjfis to npoadmc[v] 

<rov a)ir epov 

3. e<s>]s tipos Orjaope ras (3ovX[as] ep ^[x? P 0 ]" 
eni^Xeyft]op laaKovaop pov x(vpi)e 6 [Oeos /jlov] 
o8vpas] ep KapSeia pov rjpep^.] 

em] ir ore it^mOqaere 6 eyfif{os pov en ep]e 

4. ifwTi(ro]p rovs a8eX<f>ovs pov p[rj nore] 

v]np[o>crwrC]p eis 0dpa[rop] 

5. prj nore ei]7r[rj 0 ex]0pos \jio]v X<ry[v<ra 

• • • • • • 

• ••••• 

6. €[y*>] 8e eXaiei a[ov] tj\nia[a] 
ayaXXiaaere [17 Ka]p8eid pov eni ra> [acoTTjpico <rou] 
d[a]d> to) ic(vpi)co rd> evepyerrjaapri pe 

kcu ^r[aA]a> ra> ov[o]paTi k[v to]v [v^]io[tov] 
XIII. & to reXos ra> 8avei8 

yjraXpos 

1. [FT] einep d<ppa>p ep KapSeia airrov ov[k] eorip 6(eo)s 
8i]e<f>0api)<rap Kai ePSiXvaOfjo-ap ep emrr/Sevpao-ip 
o]vk eorip noioop xprjoTorriTd ovk eariv em epos 

2. K{vpio)s] eK t<op ovpap&p SieKvyjrw eni rovi 

viovs roup avOpdmap 
r]ov I'Sip ei eorip ovveicov eKfarwp t]op «»w b\eo)p 

3. nd\vres e£eK\ipap dpd rfx/^etoOrjaa]^ 

ov]k eorip 6 noia>p xprjor6Tfir[a ovk eorip]<bP- em epos 



Ta<f>os avewypepos 0 \apv£ a[vra>p] 
res yXctiraes avr&p e8oXiovo[ap] 
eios dairiScDp vno ra a[vra>p] 
(op to arropd 9 dpas Kai niKpeia[s yepei] 
6£i? oi noSes avr&p e\\[eai aipa] 
ovpTpip'pd Kai rdXend>pe[ia ep res] 

68ois avTtop 
Kai oSop eipyprji ovk eyp<e[o-ap] 
ovk earrip (fnfios Oeov aneva[pri] 
t<op o<f>6aXp<op ovt[<op] 

4. ovyi ypwrovre navres 01 epy[a(ope] 
poi Ttjp dpopeiap 

oi KareaOopres top Xdop pov [fjpaxrei] 
aprov 

top tc(vpio)p ovk eneKa\eaap[To] 

5. €ku eSeiXidaap <f>ofi<h [ 
8iKa£i ep yeped 8iK[aia>p] 

6. PovXtjv nrtiypv KdTtja)([vpaT€] 
on x(vpio)s eXms avrov eorip 

7. [tis 8a>]<ri e[K aifap to airrip 
top [i<rpa]rjX 

^p tod] enL[&\rpe^e K(vpio)p ttj[p] 

[aixpaXcDciap tov Xaov avrov] 
dya\'\ia<rO<b iaKoofi Kai ev[<f>pav] 
0tjt<o io-pdrjX 

XIV. yfraXpos t<o SaveiS 

1. I_A K(vpi)e tis napoiKtjai ep ra> (TKTj[p(opari aov] 
Kai tis KaTaaKTjpaxri ep opt ayito [aov] 

2. nopevopepos apa>pos Kai epya[(opepos] 

8iKeoa[vpr}]p 
XaXcov aXt]0^ia]p ep Kap8ei[a avrov] 

3. os ovk eSoXaxrep ev yX<o<r[afj avrov] 
ovSe* enoirjaev ra> nXrjaiop [avrov KaKov] 
Kai opi8iap[op ov]k eXafiep eir[i rovs] 

epyiard avrov 

4. e£ov[8]evriTe \e]pam[iop avrov noprjpevopevos] 
tov[s 8e] (f>op[ovpevovs tc(vpio)v 8o£a(ei] 
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MOMOYOKAI MeT'e»-«Of<J>aJOrt 

&±a rt pocoeu XY"i*«x> wi<»xrrxnn>. 
*T* I XKVT ? °YC3 Kl OniOctiaaom 

~nxxe yt< kk i xvi u)cx e i cl> ksoi vi nk 
<J>eYcenmicrMcovxYNM>jwY 

'roc-t^coi Y k MioKfieeioone 
^j > ocxererixuiYT x ^^ ,K, ^ ON 
eCTI ta 1 f x« ACCl V^CO i nxi i<virioi 
ticd)MeNCKnNvcT( , eicooiMN' 
3<fcVMcL>COiMiXW-|<xjriXixijiixKi 

"jt««JVltpKlX^OYCXXYPC>lC kxImv 

jx> Ytsto YTOoee*n M o yw^>Vt)>> 

»;#rx^n"TO 

] xn ©j> i * xe4-xxi e ki o i oykoti 
. v te^SLe wife ixo iJ-xxxx* IX>M IN MO 

^-■(d^MeeexYru>M 

►yof ^^c^sj eo-reixxixjXYioi* 

; ^Aon0i KiMOTVNOYio err o y>***i 

J \Avi^j^xorOhieKPx:r» icwmh poc 

«XYi*OYCCY**zw VoY>4-reo*rr 
- .eo-r t M-roet<Kiei< Pco m xn koth 
t***- 1 : Kxi ei m Pcivr i-i c an vf 
tJv* xo t-o vtTc3C-o^r i xe royci m 

* OfiP^XM MXTeiCOTlHXUMXei 
e X061N tx P<jLVlX»i OXGXT IOK PI 

Oeicei neWyroic nxei xok 

»^0XOO3KI II j>OVTON xn okvoiotv 
^''''iM^li^X^tT*-' KXQlVJCl^errXTVTM 

en iTONymoYXNoyiN xi io>xx 
nxeuKMesoY^e Na>e n xxxx 
KenDyMiw on KMuxeuoevn 
. ~: *Vo e m i<vi e 1 1 om e x x l>o«x 
*:'.;./. hoc VMCxt4 Kxoa)ororrM nxi 

eriXYtX3M- KMCXOU-lXliiroc , 

If <>Yei^xoM*i-veeixewoxxoHr«» 
v vy> men xy i oycm<M p pxxi mx 
*re i coy t •* i x>v*r i xoxYTOi c > 
kmcyockdci ixecx>xxocixiii ' 
: :% syioKicxeexn khoh -kxi n po 
*rf exonTCci ioi ixzo> rt x>xvr» 
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xien»iPu)TnceN'i , OYor'»Mjiuv 



reicn (?YNZHTeiTeTi pooeW« oY 
hV |\xi xrioKpoeicei cgktoyovxoy 
. 6 c.ine«tAiAXci<XA6nHen<vroMv»> 
' uoyn FocceexoNTMiweYMx**^ 

KOM KW OnOYeVNXYTOM KVTWO. 
R «f MCCeiXYTX>Vi- KxixcVvp ,:fe ,1<VI 

t pi2eiTOYCQXOMTXCxYi*oYi<*' , 2:" 
reM ©*rxt » Kvie i no ktioio maom 
TxiCcoY'h xxy*roeKiLxva)Ci mku 
OY*<" » cxyc xMOxevn o k P >eeic 
xyTO^cxerei a)re Kiexxn icroc 
eaicnoTen pocv*mxcccomvj 
e<^>ci>orexi^e^ov^KiYK^o3Md>e 
perexYTON n pocuGKxinNerKv' 
Is^rOMn POCvyroN »<x» txoJMX* 
TOMeY»e<A>cTonMeYwvecnK 
PX5.C k» xyTON- kxi necu) men ittic 

/»MCeKYMeTOX<h|TZa3M 

• I enH po-vr « ce Krroi^i i {t»xxytx>y 
nococvpoNocecTiNibcTOYito 
rei *o m 6N XYnxi3 oxee> net-* nvi 
x»oeeMi<vino>.vxKeicxYTON 

i<xieicr¥X>nYP"e ^xxeKiioaeiO 
Y^5t*frxiVl xxrioxcCHXYiOM xxven 

XYNXCMROHOHCONHUlNCrwv 

rXN icee» ce<l>H v* >c-ox©ice»n* 
xvrcirro© ixy ib xcxi n ictbycm 
n x k»txay m >nx'\i)ni OT'eyoNTi 
Kxu»YO e<l>CK>xxxcon nrroYitti 
KXKpyujMexe reN m i CT^eY**** 0 
• HeeiuCYTtiXiitcreiv- . 
-Vcx> uxeoi coti ei ii eYwi^G'^ 
ooxxocenerei MnceNTUJn 1 ^ 
vi x- rvixi>Xi<x©xp"iTJoxetxi3 w»y^' 
•rt)nneYVvrox».xxoNKM i«i>d>o" 
ei'<i^coi g n i'i>x2c<JL>e^exee0Af 
"ix>ykxim HKeTjeicexencei* • 

px^xKivYrONC^nxoeN Kxtefte 
Ki eioai cei m e*c poccu crerovfc 
rioxxoVcXeixii Kto^rixrieoxMevi - 
Qxe i*Cl<^.xj^ icxcxYTOM-r ►to^ce it-c 

Mr<5lpel^4XY^o»^t<XlX^«ec•rH - • 
] x^xiei cexooM^xYro>*eiCToi4 

' ^KONOtx* xOMYXlxyTOYentffM 
'rix> m vYtx>M K*f r*ixixw;xjxnn 
nuci co yk* * i^ynti on vam hck * 

g XXG 1 NXyi 'O KM G 1 1 XY'lX)lc 

"i x>yto*i *o re noccm o yxcn uwmmm 
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II. ROYAL MSS. i D. V-V1II. 



The Bible, in Greek, commonly known as the Codex Alexandrinus. The Old Testament 
portion includes (in addition to the usual books) 3 and 4 Maccabees, the Epistle of Athanasius 
to Marcellinus on the Psalms, Eusebius' table of contents to the Psalms, and (after the Psalter) 
fourteen Canticles ; while at the end of the New Testament are appended the two Epistles of 
Clement. According to the table of contents, the Psalms of Solomon were originally included 
at the end of the MS. ; but they are now lost, together with the end of 2 Clement. The 
beginning of the New Testament (Mt. i. i-xxv. 6) is also lost, and a considerable part of 
the Psalter (Ps. xlix \Y]. 20-lxxix. 11 [lxxx. 10]) ; and there are a few smaller mutilations. Written 
probably early in the fifth century ; according to a tradition recorded in the Arabic and Latin 
notes on the fly-leaves, by a noble lady of Alexandria, named Thecla. The authority for this 
tradition is unknown ; but the MS. was very probably written at Alexandria, and was 
certainly there in the Middle Ages, as the property of the Patriarchs. It was apparently 
taken from Alexandria to Constantinople by Cyril Lucar (Patriarch of Alexandria 1602-1621, 
and of Constantinople 1621-1638), and by .him was presented in 1627 to Charles I. Thus it 
entered the Royal Library, which was presented to the nation by George II in 1757, shortly 
after the foundation of the British Museum. 

The Codex Alexandrinus is probably the third in age among the great vellum MSS. of 
the Greek Bible, being surpassed only by the Vaticanus and Sinaiticus. Both in the Old 
Testament and in the New its text belongs to a family different from that of its two rivals, 
the difference being most marked in the book of Judges and in the Gospels. In the latter 
it stands at the head of the great mass of MSS. containing the type of text which, having 
been generally adopted in the Church from the fourth century onwards, formed the basis 
of our own Authorised Version; but modern scholars for the most part prefer the type 
represented by the Codex Vaticanus and its allies, and their evidence has had predominant 
weight in the preparation of our Revised Version. The Codex Alexandrinus was the first of 
the greater MSS. to be made accessible to scholars. In the Royal Library and in the British 
Museum it has always been open for examination and collation, and its contents have been 
fully published. The Clementine Epistles (then not known to exist in any other MS.) 
were first published by Patrick Young in 1633, the Old Testament by J. E. Grabe in 
1 707-1 720, and the New Testament by C. G. Woide in 1786. The Old Testament was also 
published in quasi-facsimile type by H. H. Baber in 1816-1821, and a photographic facsimile 
of the whole MS. was published by the Trustees of the Museum, under the editorship of 
Sir E. Maunde Thompson, in 1879-1883. For full descriptions of the MS. see Thompson's 
introduction to Vol. I of the facsimile, and Thompson and Warner's Ancient Manuscripts 
in the British Museum, Part I (Greek), pp. 17-20 (1881). 

Vellum; four vols., ff. 279, 238, 118, 144. 12I in. x 10 in. Double columns, generally of 
50 or 51 lines; written in a large, square, uncial hand, with some variations in different 
parts of the MS. The first letter of each paragraph, or, if the paragraph begins in the 
middle of a line, the first letter of the first complete line in it (e.g. col. 1, 11. 33, 45), is 
enlarged and stands in the margin. There are no accents or breathings, except a few added 
by a later hand ; but the punctuation is by the first hand. The Eusebian canons and 
sections are indicated in the margins of the Gospels. The MS. has been corrected by 
various hands, but only one is of much importance. An example of a correction by this hand, 
which is probably coeval with the MS. itself, occurs in col. 2, 1. 30 of the page reproduced. 
The original reading was simply 6 narrip rod naiSiov iXtyw (as in KBCL and a few other 
authorities), but the corrector has inserted /*€tA Saicpvov (as in D N and the majority of later 
authorities) by writing naiSiov ^cra in the margin, and erasing natSiov and substituting Saicpvw 
in the next line. 
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The page reproduced (Vol. IV, f. 36) 

KCLl lODaVVTJV Kdl ava<f>€pU (XV 

rovs us opos vyjtTjXov kclt i8ia{y) 

pOVOVS KCLl fl€T€flOp<f)G>6ri 

epirpoadw avrw Kai ra ipa 
5 ria avrou eytvovro cmXfiov 

ra XevKa Xiav ods ^uodv oia yva 

<f>U>S €7Tl TTJS yrjS OV SwaTai Xu) 

Kavac Kai (o<f>6rj avrois rjXias 
ovv pmaw Kai rjaav ovXXaXov[v) 

10 res ro> i(rjao)v Kai airoKpidus o ire 
rpos Xcy€i too t(rj<ro)u % paftfiei' kclXov 
uttiv rjpas a>^6 uvai* Kai iroi 
rjora/jiw aKrjvas rpus* <roi piafy) 
Kai [towel piav Kai rjXia piav 

15 ov yap t]8€i ti XaXrjau rjaav yap 

€K<pofJoC Kai eyCI^TO V€(f>€ 

Xrj €irL<rKia(ov<ra avrois. Kai rjX 

Qw tfwvrj €K ttjs vefeXrjs Ae 

yovaa ovros uttiv o v(io)s /jlov o a 
20 yairrjros avrov aKovw Kai c£a 

mva ircpi^Xeyfrapevoi ovkcti 

ov8wa €i8oir aXXa rov ifyaovjv po 

vov peO utvroiv 
KarafJaivovroDv 8c avroov airo 
25 rov opovs* SiecrruXaro avrois 

iva prjStvi Sirjyrjaoyvrai a €i 

8ov u prj orav 0 vios tov av(Opoyrr)ov 

€K vtKpwv avaarrj 
Kai tov Xoyov CKparrjcav irpos 
30 tavrovs avvfyrovvres ti 

uttiv to €K vtKpcov avaorrj 

vav Kai ^irrjpcorrjo-av av 

Tov Xeyovres* oti Xeyovaiv 

01 ypapparus oti rjXiav 8a 
35 cXduv irpcorov o 8* airoKpi 

Ous uirw avrois* rjXeias fi^y) 

eXdo&v irpoorov airoKaOiora 

vu iravra* KaOa>s ytypawrai 

€7T£ tov v(io)v tov av{6pom)ov iva iroXXa 
40 iraOrj' Kai cgovScvooOri aXXa 

Aeya) Vpiv oti Kai rjXuas eXrj 

Xvdw koi eiroirjaav avra> oaa 

rjdeXrjo-av Kadoos yeypairrai 

€7T avrov Kai eXOtov irpos 

45 Tovs paOrjras uScv o%Xov wo 

Xvv irepi avrovs' Kai ypappa 

T€is avvfyrovvras avrois' 

Kai evBues was 0 o^Aoy i'Sofy) 

avrov efcOa/xfirjOr]' Kai npo 
50 Tp€%ovT€S Tjana^ovTo avro[v) 



3 



contains Mark ix. 2-29. 

Kai ewrjpoyrrjo'ev roiry ypappa 

T€li Tl OVv(t)T€IT€ WpO$ WVTOVS 

Kai awoKpiOus u? e* tov o)(Xov 
€itt€v SiSao-KaXe* rjvtyKa tov vio{y) 
pov irpos ere typvra nvevpa aXa 
Xov Kai onov eav avrov KaraXa 
/817 prjo-aci avrov Kai a<f>pifcr Kai 
rpifci roiry oSovras avrov' Kai £tj 
ptvtrar Kai airov rots paOtj 
rais aov iva avro *K$aXmaiv Kai 
ovk 1 loyyaav o 8* anoKpiOw 
avrois Acycr co yevea amoros 
€0)9 wore irpos vpas eaopai 
€0)9 itot€ ave£opai Vpoov 06 
p€T€ avrov irpos pr Kai rjv€yKa(v) 
avrov irpos avrov Kai iSwv av 
rov €t/0€o>? to irv€vpa towa 
pa£ev avrov Kai irco-aav €iri ttjs 
yrjs acvXiero a<f>pi(o>v 
Kai €irrjpo)TTja€v rov ir(ar€)pa avrov 
iroaos yjpovos eo-riv oas rovro 
yeyovev avroj' o 8* eiirtv irai 
8io0€v Kai iroXXaKcis avrov 
Kai us to irvp' eftaXw Kai us 
vSara 'iva airoXto-rj avrov aXX' cri 
Svvaaai fiorjOrjaov ijpiv virXa 
yXviaOtis €<f> rjpas' o 8* i[r}aov)s uir^y) 
avroD to €i Svvaaai iriorwo-ai 
iravra Svvara ra> ttiotwovti 
Kai €V0€<os Kpa£as o ir{ar)i]p rov iraiSiov ptra 
SaKpvcov eAcycy iriareva) /8o 
tjOu pov rrj airiarua* 
IScov 8c o i(rjo-ov)s on tiriovvrpex* 1 
o o%Xos eirtTuprjo-ev tod irvev 
pari tod aKaOaproa Xeyoov avroy 
to irvtvpa to aXaXov Kai Koxf>o(v) 
€yo> <roi eiriraaao) efcXOe e£ av 
rov Kai prjKtri uoreXOtjs us 
avrov Kai Kpa£av Kai iroXXa aira 
pa£av avrov efaXOtv Kai eye 
vcro a>au vtKpos ooore rovs 
iroXXovs Xeyuv on aireOavw 
O 8* i{riaov)s Kparrjaas avrov rt}S \upos 

rjyupev avrov Kai avecrnj' 
Kai ucreXOovra avrov us rov 
olkov oi padrjrai avrov €irrjpa> 
toqv avrov Kar iSiav 8ia n 
qpus ovk T)8vvT)6rjpw ck 
fiaXuv avro* Kai uiru* avrois 
rovro to ytvos w ovStvi Svvarai 
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III. ADDITIONAL MS. 17211. 



The Gospel according to St. Luke, in Greek, written on vellum, probably in the sixth century; 
imperfect The MS. is palimpsest, the text of St. Luke having been partially washed out in order 
to receive a portion of the treatise of Severus of Antioch against Joannes Grammaticus of Caesarea, 
in Syriac. The Syriac work was written by Simeon, a monk in the convent of Mar Simeon at 
Kartamin (near Mardin, in Mesopotamia), for Daniel, irtpioievrris or Visitor of the Province of 
Amid, afterwards Bishop of Edessa, at the beginning of the ninth century. Bishop Daniel 
bequeathed the MS. at his death to the monastery of Mar Silas, at Sarug (or Batnae) in Meso- 
potamia, and it is supposed to have been one of the 250 MSS. brought by Moses of Nisibis 
in 931-2 from Mesopotamia and Syria to the monastery of St. Mary Deipara (also known as 
the monastery of the Syrians) in the Nitrian Desert in Egypt, of which he was abbot. Hence it 
was procured in 1847 by M. Auguste Pacho, and was purchased for the British Museum in the 
same year. 

The practice of using vellum a second time (palimpsest = TraXi/i^oroy, literally 'scraped again') 
was not uncommon when fresh vellum was difficult or expensive to procure, and many MSS. have 
come down to us in which the original writing is covered by texts transcribed in the seventh and 
subsequent centuries. In these MSS. the original text is in no case complete, and it is natural 
to suppose that imperfect volumes were the first to be treated in such a way. In the present 
instance the transcriber of the treatise of Severus used portions of no less than three earlier 
volumes, viz. this of St. Luke, a MS. of Homer's Iliad, also of the sixth century, and a MS. of 
Euclid, of the seventh or eighth century. The large leaves of these MSS. were folded across 
the middle, so as to make two leaves of smaller size, and the Syriac writing runs at right angles 
to the Greek. Another celebrated palimpsest MS. of the Greek Bible is the Codex Ephraemi 
at Paris, known as C, and written probably in the fifth century. 

The present MS. is known as R, or Codex Nitriensis. The portions of the Gospel text 
contained in it are Luke i. 1-13, i. 69-ii. 4, ii. 16-27, iv. 38-v. 5, v. 25-vi. 8, vi. 18-40, vi. 49-vii. 22, 
vii. 44-47^ viii. 5- I 5, viii. 25-ix. 1, ix. 12-43, 3~ l6 > xi - 4-27, xii. 4-15, 40-5 2 , xiii - 26-xiv. 1, 
xiv. 12-xv. 1, xv. 13-xvi. 16, xvii. 21-xviii. 10, xviii. 22-xx. 20, xx. 33-47, xxi. 12-xxii. 15, xxii. 42- 
56, xxii. 71-xxiii. 11, xxiii. 38-51; in all 516 verses out of 1151, with a portion of the table of 
chapters which preceded the Gospel text. The text is of good quality, containing many readings 
classified by Westcott and Hort as ' pre-Syrian.' 

Vellum ; ff. 48. 12 in. x 9J in. Double columns of 25 lines each. Written in a very large 
uncial hand, upon ruled lines. The initial letters of paragraphs are enlarged, and project into 
the margin. The Eusebian sections (but not the canons) are indicated in the margins. The 
writing has faded very much in places, especially on the flesh-side of the vellum, which is much 
whiter than the hair-side. 

The text was published in full (with the exception of three fragments discovered subsequently) 
by C. Tischendorf in his Monumenta Sacra Inedita, nova collectio, Vol. II (1857); full collations 
were made by Tregelles and Tischendorf, the results of which were embodied in their respective 
editions of the Greek New Testament. 
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The page reproduced (f. 5) contains chap. i. 69-77. 



Ktpas ar&rrjpi 

ay rj/uv €v rm 

OiKCD 8a(v€i)S TOV 

iraiSos avrov 
5 KaOto? eXaXrj 

<T€V Sta OTO 

JACCT09 ra>i> 

aywv tqjv 

air aioovos 
10 TTpoQrjTmi' 

avrov o-oottj 

piav c£ ^X^^M 

TJfltoV Kai €K 

\<upo$ iravrafy) 
15 rcnv fiiaow 

roov rjfiar 

irovqaai eAeo? 

fi€ra tg>v ira 

repo&v Tffiafy) 
20 Kai /AvrjtrOri 

vai SiaOrjKTjs 

ay tas avrov 

opKov ov a> 

fio<r€v irpos 
25 afipaap rov ir[ar€)pa 



7) paw TOV 
Sovvai tihi{v) 

p09 T&V €K 

\6pcov rjfico(y) 
pvoOevras 
Xarptvw 
our on €i/ oari 
orryri Kai Si 
Kaioovvrj' 
ev&iriov av 
rov iraoas ra$ 
Tfpepa? Tffia(i/y 
Kai av 8e iraib\iov] 

7TpO<f)T)TT)$ 

vyfnarov kXtj 
Orjorj' irpoiro 
pcvor) yap irpo 
npovoanov 
K{vpio)v CToijiaoai 
oSovs avrov 
tov Sovvai 

yVOXTlV (TO) 

rrjpias too Xaco 
avrov afeai 
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IV. COTTON MS. TITUS C. XV. 



The Gospels, in Greek, written in gold and silver letters on purple vellum, probably in the 
sixth century. Imperfect. Until quite recently only forty-five leaves of this MS. were known to 
be in existence, and these were parted among four different libraries : thirty-three at Patmos, 
six in the Vatican Library, four in the British Museum, and two in the Imperial Library at 
Vienna. In 1896, however, 182 more leaves were acquired by the Russian Imperial Library 
from Sarumsahly in Cappadocia, so that altogether 227 leaves out of an original total of 466 are 
now extant. The disruption of the MS. is shown, by the numbering of the leaves, to have taken 
place at least as early as the twelfth century. The four leaves now in the British Museum 
formed part of the library of Sir Robert Cotton, who died in 1631 ; and the Vatican and Vienna 
leaves are known to have been in their present homes by 1600 and 1670 respectively. 

Four purple MSS. of the Greek Gospels are now known, namely, this (denoted by the 
letter N in the lists of Biblical MSS.), the Codex Rossanensis (2), the Codex Beratinus (<t>), and 
a fragment of St. Matthew recently acquired by the Bibliothfeque Nationale at Paris, to which no 
letter has yet been assigned. All of these probably belong to the sixth century, and the text of 
2 is so closely akin to that of N that both must have been copied from the same original. The 
Paris fragment also has a text almost identical with that of N. The use of purple-stained vellum 
is, however, of much earlier origin ; the taste for such luxurious manuscripts is censured by both 
Chrysostom and Jerome, as implying greater care for external show than for the contents of the 

Holy Scriptures (Chiys., Hom. til loh. 32 ^ iraaa avroh inrovSi) irepi Ti)i/ tw vjiivcov XenroTTjTa kcu rh t&v 
ypafifidroDv koKXos, ov irtpl t^v avdyvooaw .... ovfcvbs yitp olkovco <f>tXoTifiov/jL€vov Sri oT8* ri ey/cei/upa, dX\ 9 Sri 

xpvaois ?x u yptppoM kyyvfpappkvov. Jerome, Praef. in librum lob, ' Habeant qui volunt veteres libros, 
vel in membranis purpureis auro argentoque descriptos, vel uncialibus, ut vulgo aiunt, litteris, onera 
magis exarata quam codices, dummodo mihi meisque permittant pauperes habere schedulas, et 
non tarn pulcros codices quam emendates'). The four extant purple MSS. are the earliest 
thorough-going representatives of the type of text which is found in the great majority of later 
MSS., and is familiar to us in our Textus Receptus and Authorised Version. The Codex 
Alexandrinus, which is described above as belonging to this family in the Gospels, does so 
less uniformly, and shows more traces of affinity to the earlier types. 

Vellum ; ff. 5 (f. 1 is a fragment of papyrus bearing Latin writing, which has nothing to do 
with the rest of the MS.). 12 Jin. x io£ in. Double columns, of sixteen lines each. Written on 
thin vellum in a very large uncial hand, in silver letters between ruled lines, with gold for the 
sacred names, which are abbreviated, Os, x*> K *> *w> nya - In the page here shown, ks (col. 1, 
1. 2), nps (col. 1, 1. 7), and npa (col. 2, 1. 4) are written in gold. Initial letters of paragraphs are 
enlarged, and project into the margin. Punctuation is employed, usually in the form of a single 
point on a level with the top, middle, or bottom of the writing. Breathings are indicated by 
a stroke or dot above the letter (e.g. col. 1, line 5; col. 2, 11. 5, 8, 10, 16), but the rough breathing 
is not always distinguishable from the smooth. Two dots are placed over initial 1, and one over 
initial v. The dot over the v of 8a>v in col. 2, 1. 6, may either be intended to cancel the letter 
(S£ being the commoner reading here), or is merely placed there by mistake, instead of over 
the v which follows, ai is habitually written for € in verbal terminations (col. 1, 1. 10, c£*\*£a<r6ai ; 

1. 14, \mayr\rai) 1. 16, <fcpr\Tai ; col. 2, 1. 3, aiTrjarjTai ; 1. 12, yiv axncerai ; but col. 2, 1. 8, ayanaTc; 1. l6, f)Te). 

The Eusebian sections and canons are indicated in the margins. 

The London, Rome, and Vienna leaves were edited by Tischendorf, Monumenta Sacra 
Inedita, 1846, and the Patmos leaves by Duchesne, Archives des Missions scientifiques et litteraires, 
s6r. iii, vol. iii, 1876. Since the discovery of the St. Petersburg leaves the whole has been 
edited by the Rev. H. S. Cronin (Texts and Studies, vol. iv, Cambridge, 1899), with a full 
description of the MS. and its ascertainable history. 
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The page reproduced (f. 5) contains John xv. 15-19. The MS. stands alone in reading 
fiiael fyia? (for vpas /ju*u) and kpi<rr\<T*v (for /jl€/jl(<ti]K€p) in v. 18, and is the principal authority for 6 icvpios 
avTov (for avrov 6 Kvpios) in v. 15, and ptva (for in v. 16. 



Xos ovk oiSe(v) 
TI noui 0 K(vpio)? 
avrov. vfias 
(iprjKa <f>iXov$ 
on navra d i\ 
Kovaa irapa tov 
w(aT)p(o)y fiov €yva> 
piaa vfuv 

0v\ Vfl€l$ fl€ 

egcXcgacrOai 
aXX cya> c^eAc 
£ap.rjv vfias 
/cat eOrjKa vpas 
iva iffiis inra 
yt\rai tcai Kap 

7T0V <f>€pTJTCtl 



pKrj 



15 



KOLl 0 KdpTTOS 
VfiWV fl€V€f 

iva 0 ti av airrj 
(rrjTai tov ir(aTc)pa 
cv tod ovopa 
ti pov Scdtj Vfil(y) 

Tavra wtcXXo 
pai vp.iv iva a 
yairaTt aXhr\ 
Xow €i 6 Kotr 
pos piati upas 

yiVG><TK€Tai 

OTi ep.€ irpano{v) 
vprnv epio-rj 

<TCV €4 €K TOV 

Koapov rjT€ 
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-mrrti^^&4 y TrinsrcLp cllui jd otjub /*5*^a ere y 
*rrpo ri Pok yi£ p O y ' OVTOcreSSr^C^uJy 

• - - ' -* »> > ^. * * r 

Ur^ ^j^rr^ \ rn^Y^irA rsrryrr\ \ i no ^rrrrLrrn rrrri rT 

^Tp 63UU p ooy o aroi 6 ^dfj^a^nroy^o 
c ^x&i Gvu o\ Iftcnsy too S 

yciutA^iiyLoa-luj elu^jro 
^ftcu^r^Toy-rxTpoaro , y 

cijuroaoppc^TCiiopoucTyrux^ seu^e 

nr6pn6^yL£yTCucrC^ouaM 

y&mj^eyUxr ■ &eU2^cfaty eoocrUoaUy^poy 

6yoil^yuo\o" &yTUyJfcpt&p 

crrirro'vcA^vLTxmj^arn» 

IlojtoiIioCiiitqov ey att^y- 0 ** ' <^oyeli<*J 

^y6royL6mms!uTO t \e/iOLJ3af MoVajctptiy 
^uUp6ooo ,- 6T6K^-rUcUys ^^6yv«»tt\ 

; o pcfTooi^a^* *^ fc^yWrUU^tpcu V 
AtoyoM^oil tWuU^uxo'toy tUotS^cijGU 
UAOTo\^r*pu;§>epoy€y^^ 

tUojitoV o^^o^aYtw/O tlrrri\|^cTtiy e 
b^croa'i^y-TOTnoy fcctuTOy^^jrtii * 
cuiToirrro^ty * s dre ud y to o Ht^o \ iHyOTUu> 

TOy ^^TOyUlYxami-nJOy-.' U^nnu 



p€ ^ooUty an touct Ilo- ^a^pfjptto'cqyXoo y to 
U43LOrt^-2j'yj30ciu^ * IjLr^luxrrG- Iuj p ( 6m ere H. 




&yBy Gro yLtjrafrUuj *re\6\i tIuu i Uoov » 
&&nx^c»TT»yot\4o\>«/u eyTt»tuSb*j6\oy 
T&cr " T^o^ctuUcr&T^l^y^y ci^Vjyov 
ydby o orou Tiro|£r^crdq 6y cui Tcb r arpoa' 
TDy^ayciycaLjoy ' •£> c^arcyliSr' * \ou<S^cicr 

iy^p^ciArrov ' ^ c^ureyiou&xianjpoaaw 
yLfcaby Toycu5^^ oy aarrou' cLy cujJaiM 
yjbney^u by *rco\jL|^pooyyO\j * *>TD^pcum^ 
yis^cu nrpo oto\j a)(ciy cuyc^ ova* ' 6*ttq 
p &v oto yjcLj Vc4 ye b\t>o yLfirraj odu 6y too 
UjJa p oo a-ov • ^> 6jto p &v&Uyimiinno u cruyfc 

ooy* Z<^6ukiou<^^."&Tinip^^^V 
liiar Toy^tiycLy ctj o y . £> to y 5[i 6p &" 3^ oy ^ 
djar^ p^jxcojto\j • ^ VUo 'fri^ cutout' 

^W«AciauaycJ«yiu£36L'6yTW3&'\il:' ^ ; 

'TDr^&roj^ma'wpoa'caafTOy k S feUjo-friyToy 
•^eiycqoy.^^y^o^e^e^oy'^fr^u . j 

V^ya^ooyvu^3^^Wn^(^pci^vo^ TO j 
ail tou • 4» \jjirr6-yuciJjuoy <sjj *roy ^ anBiEVi-o 
•^syTOj ajl^ajrooyx^t^ y^TottJs-mjdu 
li!pcLrrD3yTn><taoy^*roV ^ ^rxreycu^ooyi 

jjfc tcu e»xlipojrooy^pQoyeiJtfrooY, s|oj «aJLJL^dL> t 
rTtoyrro&aoy c^TTO^^bjuj^liirUoy^V^V 01 ' 

TpOLnxre q.Woo\j * Udrftoocr ovjju, GnjoiUcnU 
ovtcc or clyTajxjrE &co a£fyy^avo'6^ t ^>cvo\J 



oAy^ajroy cfer tyflCp ^ ctrarG**OLy Sy 64iif 



C3fO\J . j 
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V. ADDITIONAL MS. 20002. 



The Old Testament, in Greek, of the Septuagint version, written in the tenth century; 
imperfect The MS. has been broken up into several portions, which are now widely scattered. 
The first portion of it, containing the greater part of Genesis (Gen. i. i-xiv. 6, xviii. 24-xx. 14, 
xxiv. 54-xlii. 18) is in the Bodleian Library at Oxford ; it is written in rough Slavonic uncials. 
A single leaf, containing Gen. xlii. 19-xliii. 13, is in the Cambridge University Library; of this, 
one side is in uncials and the other in the same minuscule hand as the leaf represented here. 
The rest of the Pentateuch and the greater part of Joshua, written partly in the same minuscule 
hand and partly in a second, are at St. Petersburg. The end of Joshua (from xxiv. 27), with the 
whole of Judges and Ruth, is in the present portion, in the British Museum, written entirely in 
the first minuscule hand; while the books of Samuel and the greater part of 1 (3) Kings (to xvi. 28) 
are at St. Petersburg, written partly in the first minuscule hand and partly in a third. All 
these portions were brought from the East (the exact locality is unknown) by Tischendorf in 
1853 and 1859 ; but no one except himself (since he retained the connecting leaf between the 
uncial and minuscule hands in his own possession) knew that they belonged to one and the 
same MS. In 1876 the connecting leaf was acquired by the Cambridge University Library, 
but was not identified until 1891, when Dr. Swete recognized its connexion with the Bodleian 
Genesis (Academy, June 6, 1891) ; while it was only in 1898 that the reconstitution of the 
MS. was completed by Dr. Rahlfs identification of the minuscule hands (Gdttingtsche Gelehrte 
Anzetgen, 1898, p. 98). The uncial portion is designated in recent lists of Septuagint MSS. by 
the letter E. In spite of its relatively late date, the text of this MS. is of good character ; 
it is especially valuable for the book of Genesis, for which early authorities are scarce. In 
the smaller details of text it generally agrees rather with the Codex Alexandrinus than with the 
Vaticanus; but in the book of Judges, where the two main authorities differ very widely, it 
exhibits an intermixture of the two recensions, that of the Vaticanus predominating. 

Vellum ; ff. 16. 13 \ in. x io| in. Double columns of forty-two lines each. Written in 
a very neat and good minuscule hand, on ruled lines. The adoption of minuscule in place 
of uncial as the ordinary book-hand took place during the ninth and tenth centuries, and 
this MS., begun in uncials and continued in minuscules, belongs precisely to this period of 
transition. A few words (fate, rfpio?, 9 I<rpaj\, *. r. A.) are habitually abbreviated, and Kat is usually 
represented by a symbol. Accents are regularly employed, with some mistakes ; in the case 
of diphthongs the accent is often on the first letter. Punctuation is effected by dots on 
a level with the top or bottom of the line, the latter representing a comma, not a full stop. 

The page reproduced (f. 1) contains Joshua xxiv. 27 — Judges i. 8. It will be observed 
that the Septuagint differs from the Hebrew in the concluding verses of Joshua, placing v. 31 
between w. 28 and 29, and adding w. 30* (col. 1, 11. 18-24), 33* 34 a (col. 1, 1. 33— 
col. 2, 1. 3). 
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K(vp(o)u irpbs rbv Xabv iSoi 6 Xfflos dvros iarai 
ipiv kis paprtpiov. &ri tvros dfcfjicoev irdv 
ra tol X^Oivra irapa K(vpCo)v 9 8aa kXdXrjaev 
irpbs ipas o-fjpepov (Kal) 60roy torat ipiv 
5 kis papHipiov kir kaydrw r&v 'fjpep&v 
tyUa iv yfrkvarjaBc K(ypC)oi> r& 6(e)& ip&v* (Kal) k 
£airioT€i\€v Irjaovs rrdvra rbv Xabv (Kal) k 
TroptfOrjarav Macros kis rbv rfmov dvrofh 
Kal kXdrpcvarcv 6 Xabs r& t^vpCjoo irdoras rcb? 

io ijpipas IricrSv (Kal) iraaras r<ks fjpkpas r&v 
irptvfivTCptov Scot k<f>eiXfcvarav rbv \p6 
vov perk IrjaSv (Kal) Saoi tSoaav irdvra 
rb\ ipya x(vp[o)u ova inSirjo-w r& ^poL^X* (Kal) kyk 
vtro per €Khva, (Kal) dnkOavcv Irjarbvs iibf 

15 vavtj 8ovXo9 K(vp[op iKarbv Kal SUa kr&ir (Kal) 
eOa\frav dvrbv irpbs rois dplois rov kXtj 
pov dvrSv kv Bapvaaraydp kv r& Spa k<f>paO* f 
dnb fioppav rov Spovs yaXadS* (Kal) kKh e 
Qi\Kav per dvrSu c/y rb pvrjpeiov kv & (Oayfrav 

20 €Kh Tck ipia paydipas, rhv irtrptvas kv ii9 
irepurcptv rbvs itois l(apa)})X kv yaXydXois 
&rc ktfyayev dvrois k£ diyfarov KaOh <rv 
vira£*v K$pio)r (Kal) kKh kicrtv &>y rijs rfpepov 
fjpipar (Kal) ri dark touri)^ dvr^yayov 6i 

2$ iiol l(<rpa)fiX k£ aiyfarrov (Kal) Karmpv^av dvrois 
kv aiKtpoir kv rrj pepCSi rod dypov <J0, kicrrj 
araro tcuccbfP iraph t&v dpoppdicov r&v 
KaroiKoivrw kv criKtpoi? dpvdiSov ixa 
rbv (Kal) cSokcv dwJjv laxrf}(f> kv pepi'Stf' (Kal) k 

30 ykvero perk raOra, (Kal) kXedfap iibs daponv 
rou Upkw kreXetirriaev (Kal) krd$*\ kv yafia 
ct6, (pivth rov dvrov rjv eScoKev dvr& kv 
r& Spa r& €<ppa(p* kv eKuvrj rrj fjfikpa € 
Xafiov 6i i'iol l(arpa)fjX r)jv Kifiovrbv Ttjs 8ia0rj 

35 ktjs rSu 6(eo)0 irepie<f>€pov kv dvroi? (Kal) <f>ivek$ 
Updrcvaev dvrl kXedfap tov ir(aT)p(b)f dvrov, 
€0>y diriOavcv' (Kal) KaTCoptiyrj kv yaflah 
rrj ivrov 6i 8k 6i iiol i(arpa)^X dnrjXOoaav € 
Kaoros kit rbv rfmov iavr&v, (Kal) kit rifv i 

40 outov tt6XiV (Kal) kakfiovro 6i i'iol i(apa)fiX rijv 
dordpTrfv (Kal) rfjv darapdtff (Kal) rbus dcody 
t&v kOv&v r&v kvkXcd dvr&v* Kal ira 



piSttKtv dvrbvs K(vpio)s kit x&pay diyXuv r& 
fiaaiXh pndfi' Kal KaTtievpCcvacv 
dvr&v irq 8*KaoKT&:* 

t£aoc ^AAB6N 6 IHCO^C 



5 kpitAi 

Kal kykvtTO perit rrjv rcXeurfiv irjaSv. 

(Kal) kirrjp&roov 6i iiol {(arpafiX kv t& Km Xkyov 

T€y r& dvaPrjacTai fjpiv d(f>rjy6u 

pevos rou iroXeprjaai kv avr& irpbs 

io rbv %avavaiov (Kal) hircv K(6pio)s' loOSas 
dvafirjvcTav iSob SkScuKa rfjv yrjv 
kv X €l pi (Kal) hncv lovSa? irpbs av 

p€o>v rbv d8cX</>bv ivrbv' dvdPrjOi 
per kpbv kv t& KXjjpoo pov (Kal) irapara 

i5 i&pcOa irpbs rbvs \avavdiovr (Kal) no 
pcvaopai Kdi y€ kya> perk <roO kv t& 
KXfpm aov (Kal) knopaSOr) per dvroO ovpc 
<ov* (Kal) dvkfiri loOSas. (Kal) irapeSotKcv 
K(tipio)s rbv xavavaiov. (koI) rbv <f>€p€(aiov. 

20 kit xeipas dvrSu' (Kal) %Kotyav dvrbvs 
kv fic&K €iy 8kKa x*A*<£5ar dvSp&v 
(Kal) KariXaQov dSavifie&K kv rfj /Sc^/c'- (Kal) 
irap€rd£avro irpbs dvrbv, (Kal) %Ko\jrav rbv 
yavavalov. Kal rbv <fxpi{aiov % (Kal) $<pv 

25 ye? d8tovifie{\K (Kal) Kark8papov birlcrto 
dvrov (Kal) KariXafiov dvrbv (Kal) dneKo 
ifrav ri &Kpa r&v \€ip&v dvrov. (Kal) rh. A 
Kpa r&v iroS&v dvroir Kal IiiT€V dSc&vi 
ficfiK' ifiSoprjKovra AvSpas f3acri 

30 Xhs rh &Kpa r&v \€ip&v dvr&v. (Kal) rh &Kpa 
r&v iroS&v dvr&v. (Kal) dnoKtKoppivoi 
Ijaav ovXXeyovres rk in&Kdrco rfjs 
rpank^ pov *ada>? 60v knSifiaa, 
6vra>9 dvrinriScDKev poi 6 fl(c6)y (Kal) Ayov 

35 criv dvrbv kis i(€povaa)Xfip' (Kal) diriOavcv cicti* (Kal) 
kiroXkpovv 6i iiol i(arpa)rjX, (Kal) KarcXdfiovro 
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VI. BURNEY MS. 19. 



The Gospels, in Greek; written probably in the eleventh century. Formerly in the 
library of San Lorenzo del Escorial in Spain, which contained a considerable number of Greek 
MSS. collected in Italy in the sixteenth century by various Spanish noblemen. The library of 
the Escurial was conveyed to Madrid in 1808, during the French occupation of Spain, but was 
restored to its original home on the return of Ferdinand VII in 1814. During the two 
transfers, however, many volumes were stolen or lost, the present MS. probably among the 
number. Subsequently it was bought by Dr. Charles Burney (son of the historian of music, 
Dr. Johnson's friend), whose library was remarkable for its Greek manuscripts and editions 
of classical authors. On Dr. Burney's death in 181 7 his entire library was purchased by the 
nation and incorporated in the British Museum. 

The present volume is a fair representative of the great mass of copies of the Gospels written 
in minuscule or cursive hands. More than 1300 such copies of the Gospels are now known 
to be in existence, and more than 1100 copies of other parts of the New Testament, not counting 
Lectionaries, of which about 1200 are known. In most cases their text (though with infinite 
differences of detail) is of the family known as Syrian or Constantinopolitan, at the head of which 
stand the uncials A and N, described above. Comparatively few range themselves with the 
rival groups represented by KBDL and the earliest versions and Fathers. The present MS. 
has been collated by Scrivener {Collation of about twenty Greek MSS. of the Holy Gospels, 1853), 
and is numbered 569 in his catalogue of MSS., and 481 in that of Gregory (Tischendorf s Novum 
Testatnentum Graece } vol. iii). 

Vellum ; ff. 210. 8| in. x 6| in. Written in a rather small minuscule hand, the letters 
depending from the ruled lines, as often in Greek MSS. of the late tenth to thirteenth 
centuries, instead of standing upon them. A full page miniature of the Evangelist stands at the 
head of each Gospel, with head-pieces of coloured patterns upon gold in the normal Byzantine 
style at the top of the first page of text. The practice of enlarging the first letter in the first 
complete line of a new paragraph (as in the Codex Alexandrinus) is exemplified here also (1. 7). 
The breathings are square, as usual before the twelfth century. 

The page reproduced (f. 166) contains John i. 1-12. The title is in letters of gold. 



+ t6 katX VwAnnhn 

€YArr€AION + + 




v apyr\ & X&yos' Kal 6 \6y09 ?jv irpbs tov Ofctyv. Kal 0(€o)y 
fjv 6 \6yof offroy 9jv kv ap\rj irpbs tov b\cb)v wdvra 
81 airrov kykvtror Kal x&pl? avrov kyivero 068k %v. 
8 yeyovtv kv dvr£>. (mf) Ijv Kal ^ (<ofj fjv rb 0c5(9) 



5 t&v dv{0pw7r)cov' Kal rb <f>&9 kv rrj aKoria <f>aivu. {Kal) 
if crKorla avrb oi KarkXafitv kykvtro dv{6pam)o9 dirt 




10 tKeivos rb aXA' iva fxapTvprjarj nepl tov <fxo 

r6y fjv to 0a>y to dXrjBivbv, h </>arri{ei irdv 
ra dv[6pam)ov. kpySptvov ccy Tbv Koafiov kv tS> Kocrpa* yv' 
Kal 6 Koafios 81 airrov kykvtTo. Kal 6 Kocpos avrov 
ovk €yva>' c/y ra 181a fj\0c. Kal oi 18101 avrbv ov 



15 napi\a/3ov oaoi 8i eXafiov dvrbv. Z8a>Kev dvrois 
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VII. ADDITIONAL MS. 193^- 



The Psalter, in Greek, of the Septuagint version ; written and illuminated by the arch- 
presbyter Theodorus of Caesarea, under the orders of the syncellus Michael, the head of the 
monastery of the Studium (at Constantinople), and completed in February of the year 6574 
of the Constantinopolitan era [= a.d. 1066]. The name of the monastery has been erased, 
but appears to be as here given. This would account for the prominence given in some 
of the miniatures (ff. 27 b, 88) to the iconoclastic controversy, in which Theodorus Studita 
(abbot of the Studium) was the principal opponent of the emperor Leo, and for a representation 
(on f. 207b) of Michael 6 KaOriyoinwos Kai <risyK€\\os 6 StovSittjs (i.e. Michael Studita, the friend 
of Theodorus). A further point is given to these references by the fact of the scribe's name 
being Theodorus and that of his patron, the existing abbot of the Studium, Michael. On the 
other hand the somewhat frequent representations of St. Basil are no doubt due to the 
connexion of the scribe with Caesarea, The MS. is valuable, not only as a dated example 
of Greek writing of the eleventh century, but especially as an example of the best style of 
Byzantine decorative art, applied to the ornamentation of copies of the Scriptures. It was 
purchased for the Museum in 1853, at the sale of the library of Mr. H. P. Borrell, of Smyrna. 

Vellum ; ff. 208. 9^ in. x 7I in. Titles and initial letters of verses in gold. The margins 
of nearly every page are filled with drawings in gold and colours, including portraits of saints 
and scenes illustrative of passages in the Psalms. The page here represented contains (1) a small 
half-length figure of our Lord, (2) a figure of St. Spyridon, bishop of Trimithus in Cyprus, 
and traditionally prominent in the Council of Nicaea, balanced by a group representing his 
opponents, the Arians; this is presumably intended to illustrate Ps. lxxviii (lxxix), 12, 13. At 
the bottom of the page is (3) a representation of our Lord enthroned between cherubim, 
approached by the patriarch Jacob, leading his sons Joseph and Benjamin ; the whole being 
illustrative of Ps. lxxix. 2, 3 (lxxx. 1, 2). 

The page reproduced (f. 107 b) contains Ps. lxxviii. 11 -lxxix. 3 ( = lxxix. 11 -lxxx. 2 in the 
Hebrew numbering). 



6 a(ytos) cnrvpfcow^ 



ol dptavot 



t(t|<rov)« xCpurro)* 



(fipa)yiov6$ <rov nepnrobjcrai r(oi>?) 

vloirs tS>v TtOavaTa>iiiv<ov :• 
'AiroSos rols ythoaiv i^/iaw itrra 

irXaaiova tov k6\ttov olvt(S>v) > 
Tbv 6i>€i8i<rpbv avr&v 8i> cbveitii 

<rdv <r€ K(vpi)t > 
'Hpus 8e \a6s crov Kai irpSfJara 

vofirj? aov > 
' 'AvOofioXoyTjcrSficOd <rot 6 0(€o)y els 

rbv ai&va > 
Eh yeveav Kai ytvtav igayyeXov 

fi€v ri)v aivtviv aov > 

eIc t6 t^aoc Yn£p tojn aaaoio)©hcom(£no)N) 

MAPT^PION TO)l AC A<(> YTT(£p) TOY 'ACCYPIOY 

*0 iroipaivw tov i{<rpa)fj\ npSaa^ > 
c O dSrjy&v axrci irpSfiaTov rbv Ico 
<rrj<p > 

e O Kadrj/iwos kiri r&v \€povfilfi 

ep.(f>dvT)0i > 
'TZvavrlov k<ppalp, Kai f3tviap\v 

Kai fiav{v)a(rr\ > 



oO 



forty fievia 
lib 
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VIII. ROYAL MS. i D. II. 



The Old Testament, in Greek, of the Septuagint version ; written in the thirteenth century. 
In its present state the MS. contains the books of Ruth, Kings (4), Chronicles (2), Esdras 
(i.e. Ezra and Nehemiah), Esther (two different texts), Maccabees (3), and Isaiah; but the 
quire-numeration shows that it must once have contained the earlier books, from Genesis to 
Judges, and the presence of Isaiah shows that it also contained the Prophets and probably 
all the remaining books of the Old Testament. The latter portion must, however, have been 
lost early, since the end of Isaiah (ch. xxxv. 5 to end) is supplied in a hand of the fifteenth 
century. 

The text is that of the recension of Lucian, made at Antioch about a. d. 300, which 
subsequently became the standard text in Antioch and Constantinople, but differs considerably 
from that found in the majority of MSS. and in our printed editions. As in other MSS. 
of this recension, two distinct texts are given of the book of Esther, one of them being 
substantially the ordinary text of the book, while the other has many omissions and variations 
(cf. Lagarde, Librorum Veteris Testamenti Canontcorum pars prior, p. xv). 

A note at the beginning (fifteenth or sixteenth century) shows that the volume then belonged 
to the monastery of the Holy Trinity in the island of Chalc6 (presumably the island of that 
name near Constantinople). In 1655 it was in the library formed by Thomas Howard, Earl 
of Arundel, the well-known collector of antiquities ; the text of the two versions of Esther being 
in that year edited from it by James Ussher, Archbishop of Armagh (De Graeca Septuaginta 
Interpretum Versione Syntagma, pp. m-147). In 1666 it appears in a catalogue of the Royal 
Library, in which it remained until the incorporation of the latter in the British Museum. 

Vellum ; ff. 216. 12J in. x 9 in. Written in a neat minuscule hand, the greater part in 
double columns, but four quires (ff. 81-112) have three columns to the page. This arrangement, 
which is rare, suggests that the MS. may have been copied from an early uncial archetype, 
in which (as in the Codex Vaticanus) triple columns were employed. Marginal notes are added 
by two hands, which may be assigned to the fourteenth century, one (as in the page here 
reproduced) giving notes of contents, while the other transcribes considerable extracts from other 
books of the Old Testament. In the longer text of the book of Esther the asterisks and obeli 
employed by Origen (in his Hexapla) to indicate passages introduced by him from the Hebrew, 
but not belonging to the Septuagint in its original form, have been inserted, partly by the 
original scribe, but mainly by Archbishop Ussher. The MS. was collated for the edition 
of the Septuagint by Holmes and Parsons (who indicate it by the number 93), and also by 
Lagarde for his edition of the Lucianic text (vzd. supr.). 
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The page reproduced (f. 101) contains 2 Chron. viii. 14-ix. 15. 



irapaXemope\vo>v) 



Sevre\pa) 



x i tpa 

r& ao 



v6pos fa(vcl)8 

[8tat]peaeaiv avr&v : art ofrroos 

ivroXal 8a(v€l)8,aim rod b\eo)v ; 

ov iraprjXOov rds ivro 

Xety 8a(vei)8 rod fiaatXew 
5 irepl t&v iepecov Kal t(&v) 

Xevir&v eh irdvra \6 

you Kal eh tovs Orjaav 

poi)r Kal rjrotpdaBrj 

irdvra rd tpya aaX<op(<u>)v, 
10 d<f> fj$ rjpepas iOepeXt 

6 oTkos ic(yp(o)v Kal &>? 

oi ireXelcoae aaXop(cbv) 

rbv oTkov tciypiop : tot€ 

&yero aaXopcbv eh ye 
15 ai'&v yapep Kal eh tov a 

tSdO Tt)v napa 6dXaaa(av) 

iv yfj atS&p : Kal dire 

areiXe X^P^f 1 ™ aaXop(a>v) twpa 

iv \eipi $ov*X<ov avrov, 
20 irXoia* Kal iraTSa? eiSo 

Tar BdXaaaav : Kal & 

yovro perd t&v iratSoov 

aaXcopcbv eh aw(f>etpd' 

Kal eXafiov iKeiOev Tpi 
25 aKbaia Kal irevrr}Kovra 

rdXavra ypvatov, Kal r) 

veyKe r& fiaatXel aaXo 

p&v : Kal fiaatXiaaa 

aafid r)Kovae rb Svopa 
30 aaXop&v, Kal fjXOe tov 

iretpdaat avrbv iv at 

vtypaatv eh i(epovaa)Xr)p iv 8v 

vdpet fiapeta a<f>6Spa- 

Kal KaprjXot alpodaai 
35 dp&para* Kal \P v<r ^ 

ov eh irXrjOos, Kal Xi 

6ov rtptov : Kal f)X 

Oev irpbs aaXnpcbv 

Kal iXdXrjaev irpbs ai 
40 rbv irdvra Saa fjv iv 

rrj yfrvxi) avrfjs : Kal 

dvrjyyetXev avri) aaXo 

pebv irdvras rovs Xo 

yovs avrrjr Kal ov ira 
45 pfaOc Xoyoy dirb aaXco 

pcbv 9 hv ovk dirrjyyetXfev) 
afaifj) : 



aiXia 

QTJS 



\6yoi fia 



Kal etSe fiaatX'taaa aa 

fid rr)v ao<piav aaXoo 

P&VT09. Kal rbv oTkov 

$v wKoSSprjo-e aaXopfov) 

Kal ra Ppdpara t&v 

rpane(&v avrov' Kal 

KaOiSpav nalScDv 

atirod' Kal ordatv Xeirovp 

y&v airoxy Kal rh ev8v* 

para avrov' Kal roiy 

olvoxoovs airov* Kal 

rbv aroXto-pbv avrov' 

Kal ra dXoKovr&paT* 

& dvifepev iv olkxo 

K(vpto)v Kal i£ iavrfjs iyive 

to, Kal ovk rjv iv airrrj 

eri irv(<Evp)a • Kal etire 

npbs rbv fiaa'iXia dXrj 

Otvbs 6 X6yo(y) t>v $kovo* 

iv rrj yrj pov nepl aov* 

Kal r&v X6y<ov arov Kal 

rrjs aro<f>ta$ croV Kal oi 

k iir(oT€vo , a roh Xoyoiy, 

&>? oi fjXOov Kal elSov 

ol 6(f>0aXpoi pov Kal 

ISob ovk amiyyeXi] pot 

rb tfpiov, dirb rod nXrj 

0OV9 rrjs ao(p[a9 aov* 

wpbs eOrjKas iirl rfjv 

aKotjv fjv $Kova* : paKa 

ptai ai yvvauces O'ov Kal 

paKdpiot ol iraiSes aov 

ovror Kal paKdpiot ol 

dvSpes, ol irapearj\Kf) 

Tcs aot Sia navrbs, ol 

aKo€ovr*s rrjs ao<f>(as 

crov : etr) K{vpto)s 6 b\eS)9 aov ev 

Xoyrjpevos 8y eiSSKrj 

aev iv aol rod Sodval ae 

iirl 0p6vov airrod eh fia 

aXXea rco Xa& avrod 

iv r& dyairav K$pto)v rbv b\e6)v 

aov rbv !(apa))jX rov arrjaat av 

rbv eh al&va at&vos* 

Kal eScoKe ae in airovs 

eh (3aaiXea rod iroirjaat 



aoXo 



Kptatv Kal StKaioavvqv : 
Kal ?5o)/c€ too fiaatXel 
eKarbv Kal etKoat rdXav 
ra xpvatov Kal dpcopa 
ra eh nXfjOos a<p68pa' 
Kal XiOov rtptov Kal ov 
k fjv Kara ra dpcopara 
iKeiva a e8»Ke fiaat 
Xtaaa crafia rS> fiaatXel 
aaXopa>v : Kal ol irai 
8es \€tpap Kal oi naiSes 
aaXop&v, t(f>epov \pv 
atov r& aaXcop&v 4/c 
aov<pelp Kal £v*Xa dyov 
yelp dneXeKrjra rjveyK(av) 
Kal XtOov rtptov : Kal i 
Ttoh\aev 6 fiaatXevs rd 
£vXa rd dneXeKtira' 
dvafidaet? r<& oU& Kv(pto)v 
Kal r& oIkov rod fiaatXems* 
Kal KtOdpas Kal vdfiXas 
roh GoSoh 9 Kal ovk <» 
0017 rotdvra (pwpoab\ev) 
ev yrj lotiSa : Kal 6 fiaai 
Xevs aaXopa)v e8a>Ke 
rrj fiaatXtaai a a fia navr* 
Saa fjdeXrjaev Saa r)rrj 
aaro cktoj navroav 2>v 
rjveyKe rco fiaatXel aaXo 
p<bv } Kal dnearpeyfyev 
eh rr)v yrjv avrrjs ; Kal fjv 
6 araOpbs rod \pvatov 
rod ivexOevros r& aa 
Xopa>v iv iviavr& ivt t 
i£aKoaia Kal i£fjKOVT* 
Kal t£ rdXavra xpvatov 
nXrjv r&v dvSp&v 
r&v imoreraypevoov 
Kal r&v ipiropevopevipav) 
ot e<f>epov Kal irdvres 
oi fiaatXeh rrjs 'Apafiiar 
Kal arpaTrjyol rrjs yfjs e 
qbepov xpvatov Kal dpyv 
ptov r& fiaatXel aaXopfov) : 
Kal iiroirjaev 6 fiaai'Xevs 
aaXopcbv rptaKoatovs 
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IX. HARLEY MS. 177?. 



The Four Gospels, in Latin, of St. Jerome's version; written in the seventh century, if 
not earlier. The place of origin of this MS. is unknown ; Bishop Wordsworth and Mr. White 
{Novum Jestamentum . . . Latine, Oxford, 1889-1898, p. 705) suggest North Italy. It was 
formerly in the library of Cardinal Mazarin, and after his death passed (in 1668) by exchange 
into the Bibliothfeque du Roi. Thence it was stolen (with many other MSS.) in 1707 by 
Jean Aymon, who subsequently sold it to Robert Harley, first Earl of Oxford, whose 
MSS. were incorporated in the British Museum at its foundation. 

The MS. is one of the oldest copies of the Vulgate in existence, but its text, though of 
great value, is regarded by Wordsworth and White as, on the whole, less good than that 
which is found in the Codex Amiatinus and Lindisfarne Gospels (vid. inf.). It was collated 
by Bentley for his proposed edition of the Greek and Latin New Testament, and again for 
Wordsworth and White's edition, in which it is indicated by the letter Z. 

Vellum ; ff. 470. 7 in. x 4 J in. Written colometrically (i. e. in short clauses, corresponding 
to pauses in the sense) in a fine uncial hand, with twenty-five lines to the page. Corrections 
have been made in a nearly contemporary half-uncial hand; e.g. in the page reproduced, 
fructum in 1. 2, hierwsolymam in 1. 6, tempi*? in line 12, cobmbas in 1. 16, and nonne scri/tum 
in 1. 23. In 1. 22 the words dicens eis are re-written (by the original scribe) over the half 
washed-out words eis dicens. The Eusebian sections and canons are indicated in the margins. 

The page reproduced (f. 195 b) contains Mark xi. 14-17- 
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X. COTTON MS. VESPASIAN A. I. 



The Psalter, in Latin, of St Jerome's earlier, or Roman, version, the result of a slight 
revision of the Old Latin version with reference, not to the original Hebrew, but to the 
Septuagint. This version was officially adopted by Pope Damasus, and still remains in use 
in the cathedral of St. Peter at Rome ; but in the Western Church generally it was superseded 
by St. Jerome's later version, known as the Gallican Psalter. The Psalms are followed, as often, 
by the Canticles, and by some Latin hymns ; and the whole is accompanied by an interlinear 
Anglo-Saxon version, which is the earliest extant translation of the Psalms in the English 
language. The Latin text appears to be of the late seventh or early eighth century ; the Anglo- 
Saxon version of the ninth century. Some prefatory matter, relating to the Psalter, is prefixed 
in a different but contemporary hand (ff. 2-1 1), and some additional matter (including the 
Qutcunque vult) is appended in a hand of the eleventh century (ff. 155-60). 

The book corresponds exactly (except for the loss of a leaf at the beginning of the Psalms) 
with the description given by Elmham in his history of the monastery of St. Augustine at 
Canterbury (ed. Hardwick, Rolls Series, p. 98) in the fifteenth century, of a Psalter preserved 
over the high altar of that monastery, which was believed to have been presented to it by 
St. Augustine ; but the date of the writing renders this tradition impossible. The character 
of the ornamentation also is thoroughly English, whereas the books of St. Augustine would 
presumably have been brought from Rome. It is possible, however, that it was copied from 
a Psalter brought by St. Augustine, and the fact of its containing the Roman version is in 
favour of this view; on the other hand the Anglo-Saxon gloss is said (though not very 
positively) to be in the Mercian dialect (cf. H. Sweet, The Oldest English Texts, Early English 
Text Society, vol. lxxxiii, 1885, pp. vii, 184), in which case it probably did not enter 
St. Augustine's until the end of the ninth century at earliest. In the year 1599 it came 
into the possession of Sir Robert Cotton (his autograph is on f. 12), and passed with the 
rest of his library into the British Museum on its foundation. 

Vellum ; ff. 160. 9^ in. x 7 in. The introductory matter is written in small rustic capitals, 
the body of the work in large uncials, the Anglo-Saxon gloss in a small cursive hand. The 
initial letters of each Psalm are illuminated in the Anglo-Irish style; larger illuminations 
of the same kind are employed (as in the page here reproduced) at the beginning of Pss. xvii 
(xviii), xxvi (xxvii), xxxviii (xxxix), Hi (liii), lxviii (lxix), lxxx (lxxxi), xcvii (xcviii), cix (cx), and 
cxviii (cxix); and a full-page miniature is given on f. 30 b (before Ps. xxvi). A leaf from 
a Psalter of the early thirteenth century, with a miniature of Christ in glory on the recto and a 
fine illuminated initial B on the verso, has been inserted at the beginning of the volume (f. 1). 

For a full description of the MS. see Thompson and Warner's Ancient Manuscripts 
in the British Museum, part ii (Latin), pp. 8-1 1. The text (Latin and Anglo-Saxon) has been 
published by J. Stevenson [Anglo-Saxon and Early English Psalter, Surtees Society, 1843 
and 1847) and H. Sweet [op. cit). 
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The page reproduced (f. 93 b) contains Ps. xcvii. (xcviii.) 1-7. 
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XI. COTTON MS. NERO D. IV. 



The Gospels, in Latin, of St. Jerome's version; written at Lindisfarne about 690-700 
in honour of St. Cuthbert (ob. 687), and hence known as the Lindisfarne Gospels. About the 
middle of the tenth century an Anglo-Saxon word-for-word translation was written between 
the lines by the priest Aldred, who in a note at the end states that the original Latin text was 
written by Eadfrith, bishop of Lindisfarne (698-721); that it was covered and 'made firm 
on the outside ' (i. e. either bound or provided with a case or cover, such as is frequently found 
with early Celtic MSS.) by Ethilwald, bishop of Lindisfarne (724-740) ; and that Billfrith, the 
anchorite, wrought in smith's work the ornaments on its outside and adorned it with gold and 
silver and precious stones. This jewelled cover was no doubt lost at the dissolution of the 
monasteries ; the present binding (of silver-gilt and precious stones) was the gift of Bishop Maltby 
of Durham, in 1853. 

The MS. was originally deposited with the body of St. Cuthbert in his shrine at Lindisfarne, 
but was carried away in 875 on account of a Danish invasion. According to the story of Simeon 
of Durham (writing about 1104) the monks wandered about the country for several years, 
carrying with them the saint's body and the book. At last they attempted to cross over to 
Ireland ; but a storm at once arose, in which the precious volume was lost overboard. Taking 
this as a sign of the saint's unwillingness to leave his own country, they put back to shore ; and 
ultimately, in accordance with an express revelation from St. Cuthbert, they found the book 
during an exceptionally low tide, uninjured by water. In connexion with this story it may be 
observed that some of the leaves of the MS. show plain signs of damage by water which has 
filtered in from outside and rested between the pages ; and that a close-fitting cover, such as is 
alluded to above, might conceivably protect a book in such an adventure. After this escape, 
the book accompanied the Saint's body in its further wanderings about Northumbria, finding 
homes successively at Chester-le-Street, Durham, and at last in Lindisfarne again, where it 
remained until the dissolution of the monasteries. Its history for the rest of the sixteenth 
century is unknown, but ultimately it was bought by Sir R. Cotton from Robert Bowyer, Clerk 
of the Parliaments under James I, and so came into the possession of the British Museum, with 
the rest of the Cottonian library. 

The Latin text is of excellent character, and the MS. is classed by Wordsworth and White 
as closely akin and nearly equal in value to the Codex Amiatinus, the best authority for the 
Vulgate text, which itself was written in Northumbria at about the same date. A list of festivals 
(on which special lessons were to be read) prefixed to each Gospel has recently been shown 
to contain festivals peculiar to the Church of Naples (see Morin, Liber Comicus, p. 426) ; hence 
it is probable that the volume was transcribed from a copy of the Gospels brought to England 
by Hadrian, abbot of the monastery of Nisita, near Naples, who came to this country as friend 
and adviser of Archbishop Theodore in 669. The interlinear Anglo-Saxon gloss in the Old 
Northumbrian dialect is noticeable as being the earliest extant version of the Gospels in 
English. 

Vellum ; ff. 258. 13$ in. x 9I in. Double columns ; written in a very handsome half-uncial 
hand. The Eusebian canons and sections are indicated in the margins, together with a chapter- 
numeration which is also found in the Codex Amiatinus and seems to have been in use 
especially in Northumbria (Matt. 88, Mark 46, Luke 94, John 45; cf. pi. xii, Wordsworth and 
White's Vulgate, p. 18, and Berger's Histoire de la Vulgate, p. 355). At the beginning of each 
Gospel is a full-page miniature of the Evangelist, and a page of exquisite ornamentation in the 
best Anglo-Celtic style (originally developed in Ireland, and brought into northern England by 
the Christian missionaries from Iona), with elaborate interlaced patterns and soft, harmoniously 
blended colours. The first words of each Gospel are similarly ornamented, and smaller 
decorations of the same style are employed at the beginnings of the prologues and other 
prefatory matter. The text of the MS., both Latin and Anglo-Saxon, has been published in 
full by J. Stevenson and G. Waring (The Lindisfarne and Rushwortk Gospels, Surtees Society 
Publications, 1854-1865), and by W. W. Skeat (The Holy Gospels in Anglo-Saxon, Northumbrian, 
and Old Mercian Versions, 1871-1887). A full description is given in the Catalogue 0/ Ancient 
MSS. in the British Museum, part ii (Latin), pp. 15-18; and for a reproduction of an illuminated 
page in colours see Illuminated Manuscripts in the British Museum, by G. F. Warner, second 
series, 1900, pi. 1. 
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The page reproduced (f. 90) contains the greater part of the prologue to St. Mark's Gospel, 
the name of the evangelist being elaborately ornamented. 
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XII. ROYAL MS. i B. VII. 



The Gospels, in Latin, of St. Jerome's version, with the customary prefaces, &c. ; written in 
Northumbria, probably at Lindisfarne, in the eighth century. Subsequently in the Royal Library, 
but there is nothing to show how it entered that collection. 

The text is closely akin to that of the Lindisfarne Gospels, from which it appears to have 
been copied in the main, though in many places readings peculiar to the Lindisfarne Gospels 
have subsequently been erased and others substituted. It contains the same remarkable list of 
festivals (see above, pi. xi), indicating its derivation from a South Italian archetype. The text of 
the Gospels, however, exhibits some variations from that of the Lindisfarne MS., notably in the 
insertion of a long passage after Matt. xx. 28, which is also found in the Graeco-Latin Codex 
Bezae, the Curetonian Syriac (the Lewis Syriac is defective here), most MSS. of the Old Latin 
version, and a few MSS. of the Vulgate. It is the longest of the interpolations which are 
characteristic of the 1 Western ' text of the Gospels and Acts. In giving this passage, as well 
as in some other variants from the standard of the Amiatinus and Lindisfarne MSS., this 
MS. agrees with the so-called 'St. Augustine's Gospels' in the Bodleian Library at Oxford 
(Wordsworth's O). 

Vellum; ff. 155. ill in. *8£in. Double columns; written colometrically in a neat half- 
uncial hand of medium size. Only the usual abbreviations are employed. The Eusebian canons 
and sections are indicated in the margins (e.g. at col. 1, 11. 10, 24, and col. 2, 1. 15), together with 
the same chapter-numeration as in the Lindisfarne and other Northumbrian MSS. (e.g. at col. 2, 
1. 15; cf. pi. xi). The first lines of these chapters are written in red (e.g. col. 2, 1. 15). The 
initial letters of the first three Gospels, and of Matt. i. 18, are decorated in the Anglo-Saxon 
style, though not very elaborately ; those of the prologues, &c, and of St. John's Gospel are 
simple enlarged black letters surrounded by red dots. On f. 15 b is a record, in a hand of the 
tenth century, of the manumission of one Eadelm by King iEthelstan, immediately after his 
accession (a.d. 925); the text of this has been published by Birch {Cartularium Saxonicum, II, 
No. 639), but is wrongly assigned to the period before iEthelstan became king. 

The page reproduced (f. 38) contains Matt xx, 22-32, with the apocryphal addition after 
v. 28 mentioned above. In col. 1, 1. 6 the mark before ad is intended to call attention to the 
insertion to be made from the margin ; in col. i, 11. 13, 14, two strokes indicate that the order 
of the words gentium pnncipes should be reversed. In col. 1, 11. 9, 15, 23, col. 2, 11. 4, 14, super- 
fluous blank spaces at the ends of lines have been utilized for the concluding words of the lines 
below. 
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XIII. HARLEY MS. 2788 



The Gospels, in Latin, of St. Jerome's version, with the usual prefatory matter. Written 
about a. d. 800, under the influence, and perhaps at the court, of Charlemagne ; known some- 
times as the Codex Aureus, being written throughout in letters of gold. Its history is 
unknown until 1720, when it was purchased for 1100 guilders (about ^100) at the Hague, at 
the sale of the library of Jean Jacques Charron, Marquis de Menars, President k Mortier 
of the Parliament of Paris, for Robert Harley, Earl of Oxford, with whose library it sub- 
sequently entered the British Museum (see Diary of H. Wanley, Lansdowne MS. 771, ff. 19, 
22, 22 b, 24, 25; Bibliotheca Menarsiana, 1720, p. 2). 

This volume is one of the most splendid specimens of a group of manuscripts produced 
in the reign of Charlemagne, as the result of that monarch's encouragement of the study 
and circulation of the Scriptures. These MSS. are distinguished by the beauty of their 
writing and the gorgeousness of their ornamentation. The writing is in gold (in some 
instances in minuscules, in others in uncials, as here), and the ornamentation shows strongly 
the influence of the Anglo-Saxon style, especially in the interlaced designs, which, though 
not so elaborate as in the Lindisfarne Gospels and its fellows, are yet frequently employed 
in the large initials and in borders. The Harley Codex Aureus is closely connected in style 
and execution with three MSS. in particular , out of this group, at Trfeves (the Codex Adae, 
published with many facsimiles by Menzel, Corssen, and Janitschek, Leipzig, 1889), Abbeville, 
and Paris (6ibl. Nat. 8850, formerly in the monastery of St. M6dard at Soissons ; facsimiles 
in Bastard, Peintures des Manuscrits). It is uncertain where these MSS. were produced; but 
the imperial schools connected with Charlemagne's court at Aachen have been suggested as 
a probable place, of origin (Berger, Histoire de la Vulgate \ pp. 270-277). 

Vellum ; ff. 208. 1 ft. 2| in. x 10 in. Double columns of 32 lines each, enclosed in broad 
decorated borders. The Eusebian canons and sections are indicated in the margins, together 
with a chapter-division which is found in many other MSS., and which somewhat approaches 
that which is in use in our modern Bibles (Matt. 28, Mark 13, Luke 21, John 14). The first 
words of these chapters are written in red; e.g. col. 2, 1. 11 in the page reproduced. The 
tables of Eusebian canons at the beginning (ff. 6b-n b) are enclosed in handsome architectural 
designs in gold and colours ; and at the beginning of each Gospel there are two illuminated 
pages, one containing a portrait of the Evangelist, the other the first words of the Gospel 
elaborately ornamented. In these pages the influence of the Anglo-Saxon school of illumina- 
tion is very evident. Another illuminated page (f. 12 b), in gold, silver, and colours, is prefixed 
to the four Gospels as a whole. The borders inclosing the columns of writing differ in every 
page, but become simpler in the latter portion of the volume ; and the manuscript as a whole, 
though more gorgeous than the Lindisfarne Gospels (chiefly through the lavish use of gold), 
does not leave the same impression of inexhaustible skill and industry. 

The manuscript has been often described (see Catalogue of Ancient MSS. in the British 
Museum, part ii (Latin), pp. 22-24, plates 39-41 ; Menzel, Die Trierer Ada-Handschnft, 
pp. 86, 87, and plates 26-28), but never published in full. It was collated for Bentley's 
projected edition of the New Testament. 
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The page reproduced (f. 38 b) contains Matt. x. 37-xi. 4. The photograph is slightly 
reduced in scale, the original measurements of the page as here shown (part of the margins 
being omitted) being 13^ in. x 9$ in. 
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LV . CCXI 
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M . XCVIII 
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M . XCVI 
LV . CXVI 
o 

I. CXX 



aut matrem plus 

quam me non est 

me dignus 
Et qui amat filium 
5 aut filiam super 

me non est me 

dignus 
Et qui non accipit 

crucem suam, et 
10 sequitur me • non 

est me dignus, 

Qui inuenit ani 
mam suam 
perdet illam 
15 Et qui perdiderit 
animam suam 
propter me • inue 
niet earn 

Qui recipit uos • 
20 me recipit 

Et qui me recipit . 

recipit eum qui 

me misit 



M.xcvim Q ui recipit pro 
sol(us) 25 phetam in no 
mine prophetae 
mercedem pro 
phetae accipiet, 
Et qui recipit ius 
30 turn in nomine 
iusti • mercedem 
iusti accipiet 



M . C 

VI 

r 

M . XCVIII 



XI 

t 

M. CI . 

X 

SOL(US) 



Et quicumque 
potum dederit 
uni ex minimis 
istis calicem aquae 
frigidae tantum 
in nomine disci 
puli • Amen dico 
uobis • non per 
det mercedem 
suam : 

Et factum est 
cum consum 
masset ih(esu)s prae 
cipiens duodeci(m) 
discipulis suis, 
transiit inde ut 
doceret et pra; 
dicaret in ciuita 
tibus eorum 



1 



ohannes autem 



M . CII 

v 

lv.lxviiii cum audisset in 
uinculis opera 
Xpi - mittens 
duos de discipu 
lis suis ait illi. 

Tu es qui uentu 
rus es an alium 
expectamus 

Et respondens 
ih(esu)s • ait illis 

Euntes renunti 
ate iohanni 
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INCIPITLIBEK 
IS A I AE-PRJ3 

PHETAE T 

TSTOTSK 

\(T)OS 

luo\m 

e*ThT€RU 

x>jeBus o 
'•z-iAjeroxThx 

efr- ^xXxof dntxartui &vepc»Jx*jui-\pfi\Axc9rn 

futxm e^*Yinttfpr^e^eJomtm/ui- \fn3htL ' 
noncojnoutoner. populafrneuf nory.trtcelle-' 
yzrtr- XJ&j tgti 1 ct peccxm ci popu tojnto i -f nt 
qaroccc (emxnx nex^ut^m plxxf (cete>r*ix*(- 

nem. Omnecxp^^J" 1 ^ etc»r>«e-cor~ 
mxer-enr 3cpUncvpeJtr xxf<\;*Au*rmcerr\: 

P^tcmem ueferxm corx-tn uohtCxLentAeuo 

quomtWimufecmiJmem u»c«".*rT»m 

t,em««aU-«m C^n^m e^t^cor-^ 
Cum u^er^rxm^^--- • 



•c*utx»aif'idx»4rionftT»Jtn • In iquifunt rco mt l ' 

rnole4rr*s liJxyrxut faHtrtenl^t Occurnep&ep 
Aer-rctf mx.nufhe>fbr»S' 2<jue*~4i±rnoctdefrvt£of' 

p\jtri»jtrfurr& L,Xux»nim- rnti0&\c4ho>tier% ,. 
y^a fot v*m »lum cogp&cGXOfvu^uefo^r-u . 

'~&\{&tt*Aoent>fiuoe>r-&'. Quiet' r ite> luJtctum- 
/atue7itce-oppt-e05- fu c/tcacre-p**p til© 

nam Cf^uxft n t^c dcvJJhJburrczir^ Ofcft^uer-inc 
r^trac^aA/taer^mtcuttif^ aeLizzrlxrix *JJ&& 
e^rutrtr- ^tuotueT^rcnf^&t^ujAierr^m 

J^uorJytcruofqut^fdnti^cut^ etc* Cft& 
mo 

rt^tuAxctx ■ ^ufav*»~[>)J>tT9<Mttrtrietc hittnc?- 
X«tem UomtctJUer-. ^r-^errturn-ctturr, aerr-J 
Oxmerfc- tn/c<m*~rn ■ {\xrnxmxxxum mtyce****'-. 
xqax,- principefSui tn^JetcTf&c«*/«*^>* 

bactoneT- paf>tlL>nontudtcxrrv- Cfccxu/V 

Ui«>t-fuper4>o<rtta<m«C OttttndiaJforr^ 
ijtctr- en^co<ltiA*n-*Jf>tit~urn ^ C ° T% '* n ^ 

tit-trciutz^afc* ur4,Cfi<Utff farnnxud**> 
r-vA.\merzxxr< tirr^^ceircr e»^*niufo*c**' 

ConfunJi*rrcur~enx*rx %lxl>UrquiUn^rt 
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XIV. ADDITIONAL MS. 10*46. 



The Bible, in Latin, of St. Jerome's version, as edited by Alcuin ; written at Tours about 
the middle of the ninth century. At the end of the sixteenth century it was in the possession of 
the monastery of Motitiers-Grandval, near Bale, as appears from an inscription at the end 
of the volume in the names of J. H. Mellifer, praepositus of the monastery, and the members 
of the chapter; the signatures show that the inscription must have been written between 
1589 and 1597 (Berger, Hist, de la Vulgate, p. 211). On the occupation of the diocese of Bale 
by the French Republican troops in 1792, much of the property of the monastery was dispersed, 
and this huge yolume is said to have been sold to M. Bennot, mayor of Deldmont, for 
3 fr. 60 cent. M. Bennot sold it for about 300 francs to M. de Speyr-Passavant, of Bale, in 1822 ; 
and he, after nearly succeeding in selling it (as the actual Bible presented by Alcuin to 
Charlemagne in 801) to Charles X of France for 60,000 francs (,£2,400), finally disposed of it 
to the British Museum in 1836 for ,£750. 

The manuscript belongs to a group of copies of the Bible executed in the monastery 
of St. Martin of Tours, which represent in varying degrees the edition of the Vulgate prepared 
by Alcuin for Charlemagne. Alcuin, born at York in 735, and famous as the master of the 
archiepiscopal schools in that city, was invited to France by Charlemagne in 781 to superintend 
the education of the royal family, and to promote the revival of learning in the country. In 
796 he settled at Tours, of which monastery he had been made abbot, revived the schools there, 
and undertook the revision of the text of the Bible, sending to York for manuscripts for this 
purpose. At Christmas 801 he presented a copy of his edition to the emperor. This edition 
is believed to be best represented by the Codex Vallicellianus, now in the library of the Oratory 
at Rome ; but it also appears, though with considerable modifications progressively introduced, 
in the group of MSS. referred to above, executed in Alcuin's own school of Tours, of which 
this is one. Alcuin's revision, being largely based upon good Northumbrian manuscripts, gave 
a relatively pure text of the Vulgate ; but its influence was not lasting, corruptions being rapidly 
introduced, even at Tours itself. 

Vellum ; ff. 449. 1 ft. 8 in. x 1 ft. 2\ in. ; one of the largest MSS. in existence. Written 
in double columns of 50 lines each, in the Caroline minuscule introduced during the reign 
of Charlemagne, of which the school at Tours was one of the chief homes. There are four 
full-page illuminations (each containing several groups of figures), at the beginning of Genesis, 
Exodus, Matthew, and Revelations respectively ; the latter now stands at the end of the whole 
volume. Large initial letters, illuminated in gold, silver, and colours, are prefixed to the several 
books, as in the page reproduced. The first lines of each book are in uncials, the titles in 
capitals in red or gold and silver upon purple bands. The tables of Eusebian canons are 
contained in four pages of coloured architectural designs. For a full description of the MS. 
see Madden, Gentleman s Magazine, 1836, pp. 358-363, 468-477, 580-587, Thompson, Catalogue 
of Ancient MSS., part ii (Latin), pp. 1-4; and for a discussion of its text, Berger, Hist, 
de la Vulgate, pp. 209-212, 225-242. The text of the Gospels was collated by G. M. 
Youngman for the edition of Wordsworth and White, in which it is indicated by the letter K. 



Digitized by 



Google 



The page reproduced (f. 141 b, reduced in scale and with part of the margins omitted) 
contains Isa. i. 1-31. 



INCIPIT LIBER 



ISAIAE PRO 

5 

PHETAE- 



VISIO ISA 
IAE FILII 
AMOS- 
QUAM UI 
DIT SUP(ER) 

IUDAM • 15 

ET HIERU 

SALEM • IN 

DIEBUS • O 

ZIAE • IOATHA(M) 
achaz ezechiae regum iuda • Audite caeli *o 
et auribus percipite • terra • q(uo)n(ia)m d(omi)n(u)s locutus 
est • filios enutriui et exaltaui • Ipsi autem 
spreuerunt me. Cognouit bos possessore(m) 
suum et asinus praesepe domini sui • Israhel 
non cognouit me • populus meus non intelle as 
xit • Uae genti peccatrici populo graui • ini 
quitate- semini nequam filiis sceleratis • 
Dereliquerunt d(omi)n(u)m • blasphemauerunt s(an)c(tu)m 
isr(ahe)l • abalienati sunt retrorsum • super quo 
percutia(m) uos ultra addentes praeuaricatio 3° 
nem. Omne caput languidum et omne cor 
maerens • a planta pedis usq(ue) ad uerticem • 
non est in eo sanitas • Uulnus et liuor et pla 
ga tumens • Non est circumligata nec cu 
rata medicamine • neq(ue) fota oleo • Terra u(est)ra 35 
deserta • Ciuitates uestrae • succensae igni • 
regionem uestram coram uobis alieni deuo 
rant • Et desolabitur sicut in uastitate hosti 
li • Et derelinquetur filia sion ut umbraculu(m) 
in uinea • Et sicut tegurium in cucumerario • 40 
sicut ciuitas quae uastatur • Nisi d(omi)n(u)s exerci 
tuum reliquisset nobis semen • quasi sodoma 
fuissemus • Et quasi gomorra similes essemus • 
Audite uerbum d(omi)ni principes sodomorum • 
percipite aurib(us) legem d(e)i n(ost)ri • populus gomor 45 
rae • Quo mihi multitudinem uictimarum 
uestrarum dicit d(omi)n(u)s • Plenus sum holocausta 
arietum • et adipem pinguium • et sangui 
nem uitulorum et agnorum et hircoru(m) 
nolui • Cum ueneritis ante conspectu(m) meu(m) • 50 



quis quaesiuit haec de manibus uestris • ut am 
bularetis in atriis meis • Ne adferatis ultra 
sacrificium frustra incensum • abhomina 
tio est mihi • Neomeniam et sabbatum et fes 
tiuitates alias non feram • Iniqui sunt coetis 
uestri • Kalendas uestras et sollemnitates 
uestras odiuit anima mea • facta sunt mihi 
molestz'a • laboraui sustinens • Et cum exten 
deritis manus uestras auertam oculos meos 
a uobis • Et cum multiplicaueritis oratione(m) 
non exaudiam • Manus uestrae sanguine 
plenae sunt • Lauamini • mundi estote • 
auferte malum cogitationum uestraru(m) • 
ab oculis meis • Quiescite • agere peruersae • 
Discite benefacere • Quaerite iudicium • 
subuenite oppresso • Iudicate pupillo • De 
fendite uiduam • Et uenite et arguite me 

n 

dicit d(omi)n(u)s • Si fuerit peccata uestra ut cocci 

num • quasi nix dealbabuntur • et si fuerint 

rubra quasi uermiculus • uelut lana alba 

erunt • Si uolueritis et audieritis bona ter 

rae comedetis • Quod si nolueritis et me • 

ad iracundiam prouocaueritis gladius 

deuorabit uos • quia os d(omi)ni locutum est • Quo 

modo facta est meretrix ciuitas fideles pie 

na iudicii * Iustitia habitauit in ea • Nunc 

autem homicidae • Argentum tuum uer 

sum est • in scoriam • Uinum tuum mixtum e(st) 

aqua • Principes tui infideles socii furum • 

Omnes diligunt munera • sequuntur retri 

butiones • Pupillo non iudicant • et causa 

uiduae non ingreditur ad eos • Propter 

hoc ait d(omi)n(u)s exercituum fortis isr(ahe)l • heu conso 

labor super hostibus meis • et uindicabor 

de inimicis meis • et conuertam manu(m) mea(m) 

ad te • et excoquam ad purum scoriam tua(m) 

et auferam omne stagnum tuum • et resti 

tuam iudices tuos • ut fuerunt prius • et consi 

liarios tuos sicut antiquitus • Post haec uoca 

biris ciuitas iusti urbs fidelis * sion in iudicio 

redimetur • et reducent earn in iustitia • 

Et conteret scelestos et peccatores simul • 

Et qui dereliquerunt d(omi)n(u)m consumentur • 

Confundentur enim ab idolis quibus sacri 

ficauerunt • Et erubescetis super hortis 

quos elegeratis • Cum fueritis uelut quer 

cus defluentib(us) foliis • et uelut hortus absq(ue) 

aqua • Et erit fortitudo uestra ut fauilla 

stuppae • et opus uestrum quasi scintilla • Et 

succendetur utru(m)q(ue) simul et n(on) erit qui extinguat • 
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jlftuXrr {tare uijlitTHHTTum 
Ut iuCAfur>um 4ju*Jcjur Alt+rrrnrHrfttof 

MuiAtrt frriKrrrif r*r»tT7~t** 
UJ+f* 



1X1 nuliuf rrtcy-ctJLum eovnr^oy^ttuf 
V ui 

^ utrtcjuJjfr^ductf [nafty-un* Itf itv t f r f fl" 

duffer* fuperfl^^r^^fa-j*?* f^r 

-JJ umgjuJ A^uA.\»f InnfluLK uocfT»*vuxrr> 

dit*f*U*r x^uA>f~urr> oftf-xsLTt- 

q uif ^TtAfT 5 *l» fr <r*/^r^ m f*«or»#?r» 
£ Art J* ^nJ4i«Tur piilf #r Iftwrr^ 



QvtfJtrrttftr orvyrum lil*ri*rr> 
*Ltx\>fy~n*cul* Huf f f» r »r r » fifty ft f 

KuTcynffinprrUpAf utlLum fcfar*" 

t l*r m ti » n\ * f» amp-*?* 
*uforf tr * n \+ f l w*f+ &lrf*c*fe»> 

oil 

yf-iu+urcenirr* *\rnlf f\j>ifrmA. 

^rritjuii jrraAAif ^ys f i>r*i t uJtt*~m 

iA*t * T* t rip 91*T f»Aucr+r" pt&CCfJtT jLkit* 

prceul ol*r*rur t^Lm 

Lxtcfff rupLj. 

ildA<n*£+ ocuLnurp-mfptciitnr 



H*lfruf~ ^.LfuUr* turn ULn 

"Xjcctr^^ — PI- 



i 



tlfit+cr ffntt^tmnAf 

^I^TS* f u f*rbr fivr*"** 
T^tfftcewwrfftrXtf dc9pfuJL+r 

dlemvtrt fmfwf InU—fU* . '? 

Xlf* <m*A+ff UjH'liM+r*' pmuL * 

frrtufn ^LMAjfXmf &t**id ] 

fx. 

0 ffk^uf f&JUrt+rir * 

CAr**Ly itlwf <jMAfl Lfm***^ far** ' 

tp*tf*c*r*urr> xJ^UcA^rr ^hJwmtHlT / 
rr^ymy W^T f t yun r • j 

ULdfJuaAm gfl wfLm Ur^Mttf IffiiuT 

d mf»AtU»r jftrfffyXtr rtAr+r ttuf ' \ 

yium^ U J Miff cff-nlum Lm*r«Lr>«r 
// A r^»^ frrfopXr nyalUtwf 



flum^mJ fond rtcu m pttum 
juj ULdtf* y*fi AMI 

jiunup* mjJUlif fy+*f fAi***r 

1*0n 4fuAft efvlcLf f»f**t*l» tuff* 
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XV. ADDITIONAL MS. 24142. 



The Bible, in Latin, of St. Jerome's version, as edited by Theodulf, bishop of Orleans 
[circ. 795-818]; mutilated, wanting most of Genesis, the Minor Prophets, and the Catholic 
Epistles, and the whole of the Acts and Apocalypse. Written in the ninth century, probably 
at Orleans. In the seventeenth century it belonged to the monastery of St. Hubert in the 
Ardennes, in the diocese of Lifcge, whence it is sometimes known as the Codex Hubertianus. 
It was purchased by the British Museum in 1861 from a dealer. 

Theodulf s work in editing the Vulgate was almost contemporaneous with Alcuin's, but 
had not the advantage of the Emperor's patronage, and hence had less effect. It was, more- 
over, less scientifically executed, the editor's tendency being rather to combine or amalgamate 
various readings than to select the better of them. His work is best represented by 
a manuscript in the Bibliothfcque Nationale at Paris (Bibl. Nat. Lat. 9380), which belonged 
to the Cathedral of Orleans in the eleventh century, and is believed to have been produced 
under the direction of Theodulf himself. According to Berger (Histoire de la Vulgate, pp. 164- 
170), the text of the manuscript shows a remarkable mixture of Spanish and Anglo-Saxon 
influences, while the corrections (which he believes to represent the special work of Theodulf 
himself) are largely drawn from a text very similar to the Codex Vallicellianus of Alcuin's 
edition. Another MS., belonging to the Cathedral of Puy, is almost a duplicate of that just 
described in external appearance (both MSS. have a number of pages of purple vellum, with 
letters in gold and silver), but is less good in text, being apparently a carelessly executed 
copy of it. The present MS., the Codex Hubertianus, is similar to both of these in hand- 
writing and general arrangement, though less beautiful in ornamentation, and must have been 
executed in the same school. According to Wordsworth and White (Nouutn Testamentum 
Latine, i. 707, 709, 719), the original text of this MS. in the Gospels is akin to that of the 
Northumbrian family (the Codex Amiatinus and Lindisfarne Gospels and their kindred), 
while the corrections represent the text of Theodulf. On the subject of the Theodulfian 
MSS. see Delisle, Les Bibles de Theodulf e (Bibliotheque de VEcole des Charles, vol. xl. 
pp. 1-47), and Berger (//. cc). 

Vellum ; ff. 248. 13 in. x 9I in. Triple columns ; written in a very small and neat minuscule 
hand of Carolingian type, without decoration, except the tables of Eusebian canons which 
precede the New Testament. The order of books is remarkable, and characteristic of the 
edition of Theodulf, being probably derived by him from Spain; Genesis to 2 Kings, the 
Prophets (except Daniel), Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon, Daniel, 
Chronicles, Ezra (including Nehemiah), Esther, Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus, Tobit, Judith, 1 and 
2 Maccabees, Gospels, Pauline Epistles, Catholic Epistles, [Acts, Apocalypse]. At the beginning 
and end of both the other Theodulfian Bibles above described is some additional matter, 
including verses by Theodulf himself; but these have disappeared in the present copy' through 
the mutilation of the MS. For a full description of the MS. see Catalogue of Ancient MSS. 
in the British Museum, part ii (Latin), pp. 5-8. Collated by Bishop Wordsworth for his 
edition of the Vulgate, and denoted by the letter H. 

The page reproduced (f. 114 b) contains Job xxxviii. 14 — xli. 2, written metrically, as in 
the other poetical books. The lines written in half-uncials (col. 2, 11. 57, 60, col. 3, 1. 3) are 
in red ink. 
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Restituetur ut lutum signaculum 

et stabit sicut uestimentum 
Auferetur ab impiis lux sua 

et brachium excelsum confringetur 
5 Numquid ingressus es profunda maris 

et in nouissimis abissi deambulasti 
Numquid apertae tibi sunt portae mortis 

et ostia tenebrosa uidisti 
Numquid considerasti latitudine(m) terrae 
10 indica mihi si nosti omnia 
In qua uia habitet lux 

et tenebrarum quis locus sit 
Ut ducas unumquodque ad terminos suos 

et intellegas semitas domus eius 
15 Sciebas tunc quod nasciturus esses 

et numerum dierum tuorum noueras 
Numquid ingressus es thesauros niuis 

aut thesauros grandinis aspexisti 
Quae praeparaui in tempus hostis 
20 in diem pugnae et belli 
Per quam uiam spargitur lux 

diuiditur aestus super terram 
Quis dedit uehementissimo imbri cursum 

et uiam sonantis tonitrui 
25 Ut plueret super terram 

absque homine in deserto 

ubi nullus mortalium commoratur 
Vt inpleret inuiam et desolatam 

et produceret herbas uirentes 
30 Quis est pluuiae pater 

uel quis genuit stillas rods 
De cuius utero egressa est glacies 

et gelu de caelo quis genuit 
In similitudinem lapidis aquae durantur 
35 et superficies abissi constringirur 

Nu(m)quid coniungere ualebis micantes Stellas pliadas 

aut girum arcturi poteris dissipare 
Numquid producis luciferum in tempore suo 

et uesperu(m) super filios terrae consurgere facis 
40 Numquid nosti ordinem caeli 

et pones rationem eius in terra 
Numquid eleuabis in nebula uocem tuam 

et impetus aquarum operiet te 
Numquid mittes fulgora et ibunt 
45 et reuertentia dicent tibi adsumus 

Quis posuit in uisceribus hominis sapientiam 

uel quis dedit gallo intellegentiam 
Quis enarrabit caelorum rationem 

et concentum caeli quis dormire faciet 
50 Quando fundebatur puluis in terra 

et glebae conpingebantur 
Numquid capies leaenae praedam 

et arrhnam catulorum eius implebis 

quando cubant in antris et in specubus insidiantur 
55 Quis praeparat coruo escam suam 

quando pulli eius clamant ad d(eu)m uagantes 

eo quod non habeant cibos 
Numquid nosti tempus partus ibicum in petris 

uel parturientes ceruas obseruasti 
60 Dinumerasti menses conceptus earum 

et scisti tempus partus earum 
Incuruantur ad fetum et pariunt 



et rugitus emittunt 
Separantur filii earum 
pergunt ad pastum 

egrediuntur et non reuertuntur ad eas 
Quis dimisit onagrum liberum 

et uincula eius quis soluit 
Cui dedi in solitudine domum 

et tabernacula eius in terra salsuginis 
Contempnit multitudinem ciuitatis 

clamorem exactoris non audit 
Circumspicit montes pascuae suae 

et uirentia quaeque perquirit 
Numquid uolet rinoceros seruire tibi 

aut morabitur ad praesepe tuum 
Numquid alligabis rinocerotam ad arandum loro tuo 

aut confringet glebas uallium post te 
Nu(m)quid fiduciam habebis in magna fortitudine ei(us) 

et derelinques ei labores tuos 
Numquid credes ei quoniam reddat sementem tibi 

et aream tuam congreget 
Penna strutionum similis est pinnis herodii et accipitris 

quando derelinquit in terra oua sua 

tu forsitan in pluuere calefacies ea 
Obliuiscitur quod pes conculcet ea 

aut bestiae agri conterant 
Duratur ad filios suos quasi non sint sui 

frustra laborauit nullo timore cogente 
Priuauit enim earn d(eu)s sapientia 

nec dedit illi intellegentiam 
Quu(m) tempus fuerit in altum alas erigit 

deridet equitem et ascensorem eius 
Numquid praebebis equo fortitudinem 

aut circumdabis collo eius hinnitum 
Numquid suscitabis eum quasi lucustas 

gloria narium eius terror 
Terram ungula fodit 

exultat audacter 
In occursum pergit armatis 

contempnit pauorem nec caedit gladio 
Super ipsum sonabit pharetra 

uibrabit hasta et clypeus 
Feruens et fremens sorbet terram 

nec reputat tubae sonare clangorem 
Ubi audierit bucinam dicet ua 

procul odoratur bellum 

exhortationem ducum et ululatum exercitus 
Numquid per sapientiam tua(m) plumescit accipiter 

expandens alas suas ad austrum 
Aut ad praeceptum tuum eleuabitur aquila 

et in arduis ponet nidum suum 
In petris manet et in praeruptis silicib(us) co(m)moratur 

atque inaccessis rupibus 
Inde contemplatur aescam 

et de longe oculi eius prospiciunt 
Pulli eius lambent sanguinem 

et ubicunque cadauer fuerit statim adest 
ET ADIECIT D(OMI)N(U)S ET LOCUTUS EST AD IOB 
Nu(m)quid qui contendit cu(m) d(e)o tam facile conquiescit 

utique qui arguit d(eu)m debet et respondere ei 
RESPONDIT AUTEM IOB D(0)M(IN)0 ET DIXIT 
Qui leuiter loquutus su(m) respondere quid possum 

manum meam ponam super os meum 



Unum loquutus sum quod utinam non dixissem 
et alteram quibus ultra non addam 

RESPONDENS AUTEM D(0)M(INU)S IOB DE 
TURBINE AIT 
Accinge sicut uir lumbos tuos 

interrogabo te et indica mihi 
Numquid irritum facies iudiciu(m) meum 

et condempnabis me ut tu iustificeris 
Si habes brachium sicut d(eu)s 

et si uoce simili tonas 
Circumda tibi decorem 

et in sublime erigere et esto gloriosus 

et speciosis induere uestibus 
Disperge superbos furore tuo 

et respiciens omnem arrogantem humilia 
Respice cunctos superbos et confunde eos 

et contere impios in loco suo 
Absconde eos in puluere simul 

et facies eorum demerge in foueam 

et ego confitebor quod saluare te possit dextera tu[a] 
Ecce behemoth quem feci tecum 

faenum quasi bos comedet 
Fortitudo eius in lumbis eius 

et uirtus illius in umbilico uentris eius 
Constringit caudam suam quasi caedrum 

nerui testiculorum eius perplexi sunt 
Ossa eius uelut fistulae aeris 

cartilago illius quasi lamminae ferreae 
Ipse principium est uiarum d(e)i 

qui fecit eum adplicabit gladium eius 
Huic montes herbas ferunt 

et omnes bestiae agri ludent ibi 
Sub umbra dormit 

in secreto calami et locis humentibus 
Protegunt umbrae umbram eius 

circumdabunt eum salices torrentis 
Ecce absorbebit fluuium et non mirabitur 

habet fiduciam quod influat iordanis in os eius 
In oculis eius quasi amo capiet eum 

et in sudibus perforabit nares eius 
An extrahere poteris leuiathan amo 

et fune ligabis linguam eius 
Numquid pones circulum in naribus eius 

et armilla perforabis maxilla(m) eius 
Numquid multiplicabit ad te preces 

aut loquetur tib mollia 
Numquid feriet tecum pactum 

et accipies eum senium sempiternum 
Numquid inludes ei quasi aui 

aut ligabis ilium ancillis tuis 
Concident eum amici 

diuident eum negotiatores 
Numquid inplebis sagenas pelle eius 

aut gurgustium piscium capite illius 
Pone super eum manum tuam 

memento belli nec ultra addas loqui 
Ecce spes eius frustrabitur eum 

et uidentibus cunctis praecipitabitur 
Non quasi crudelis suscitabo eum 

quis enim resistere potest uultui meo 
Quis antededit mihi ut reddam ei 

omnia quae sub caelo sunt mea sunt 
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XVI. ADDITIONAL MS. n8?2. 



The Pauline Epistles, in Latin, of St. Jerome's version, written in the monastery of St. Gall 
(near the Lake of Constance in Switzerland), under the direction of Hartmut, abbot of that 
monastery 872-883. The volume also contains the Acts, Catholic Epistles, and Apocalypse, 
written at the same time and place, but apparently originally forming a separate book. At 
the end of the Pauline Epistles, the apocryphal Epistle to the Laodiceans is added in a different 
hand, which is believed (from a comparison with other MSS. at St Gall containing what purport to 
be autograph dedications by Hartmut) to be that of Hartmut himself. The same hand has made 
corrections throughout the MS. How it left the monastery of St. Gall (which still retains its 
ancient library, founded in the eighth century, substantially intact) is unknown. In 1696 it was 
in the possession of a person named Ktlnast or Kienast (perhaps Matthew Kienast, a Lutheran 
pastor, who died in 1711), and shortly afterwards was acquired by Raymond Krafft, Burgomaster 
of Ulm, in whose library it was seen and described by J. G. Schelhorn in 1725, and (after Krafft's 
death) by F. D. Haberlin in 1739 and 1753, and by M. Gerbert in 1765 and 1773. Early in the 
present century (probably in 1829) it was bought at Frankfort by the Rev. Samuel Butler, after- 
wards Bishop of Lichfield, whose entire collection of MSS. was purchased after his death by the 
British Museum in 1841. 

The library and scriptorium of St. Gall, though its existence can be traced back to the eighth 
century, was first raised to importance by abbot Gozbert (816-836), and henceforth held a most 
important position in the history both of calligraphy and of the textual tradition of the Vulgate. 
Hartmut himself presented or bequeathed a large number of MSS. to the monastery, many of 
them written with his own hand ; and a catalogue of the library made during his abbacy is still 
in existence, showing a total of over 400 volumes, of which forty-one are Biblical. Many of the 
inmates of the monastery were natives of the British Isles, and several of the MSS. in the library 
are written in Anglo-Irish hands. Hartmut's own hand, however, and all those which appear in 
the present MS. are Carolingian in character. The library of St. Gall became the centre of the 
Vulgate textual tradition in the Rhine valley and the adjoining countries. The Glossa Ordinaria 
which is found in the margins of an immense number of Biblical MSS., and which was the 
standard commentary on the Bible in the Middle Ages, was in its original form the work of 
Walafridus Strabo, who was dean of St. Gall before becoming abbot of Reichenau in 842 ; and 
the type of text found in these glossed Bibles shows traces of the influence of St. Gall. The 
monastery of St. Gall holds, therefore, an important place in the history of the Bible in western 
Europe (see Berger, Histoire de la Vulgate, 1 13-136). 

The Epistle to the Laodiceans, which is added in Hartmut's own hand to the present MS., 
is found only in Latin MSS. or in translations from the Latin. Bishop Lightfoot, however, has 
made it probable that it had a Greek origin (Colossians, pp. 340-366). Its existence was known 
to Jerome, and it occurs in the oldest MS. of the Vulgate, the Codex Fuldensis, written in the 
middle of the sixth century, and in many later MSS. It is composed of a collection of phrases 
from the genuine Pauline Epistles, but has no claim to authenticity, its origin being doubtless due 
to the reference in Col. iv. 16 to 'the epistle from Laodicea.' 

Vellum ; ff. 215. 9^ in. x 64 in. Single columns, of twenty-five lines to the page ; written in 
several hands of Carolingian type. Titles and initials in red, but otherwise no ornamentation. 
As regards punctuation, a dot above the level of the writing is a full stop, while a dot in the 
middle of it has the value of a comma. Collated for Wordsworth and White's edition of the 
Vulgate, and indicated as U a . 
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The page reproduced (f. 118) contains rather more than half the Epistle to the Laodiceans. 
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INCIPIT EPISTOLA PAULI 
AD LAODICENSES 



AVLVS APOSTOLVS NON AB HOMINE ■ 

chr(istn)in 

neq(ue) per hominem sed p(er) ih(esu)m fratrib(us) 



qui sunt laoditiae • gratia uobis et pax a d(e)o 
patre et d(omi)no nostro ih(es)u chr(ist)o ' Gratias ago chr(is)to 
p(er) omne(m) orationem meam • quod estis permanen 
tes in eo • et perseuerantes in operibus eius * 
Sperantes promissionem in die iudicationis * Neq(ue) 
io destituant uos quorumdam uaniloquentia in 

sinuantium se • ut uos auertant a ueritate euan 
gelii • quod a me p(rae)dicatur • Et nunc d(eu)s faciet 
ut sint qui sunt ex me • in profectum ueritatis 
euangelii * Deseruientes et facientes benigni 
15 tatem operum . quae sunt salutis uitae seternce ' 

Et nunc sunt palam uincula mea • quae patior 
in chr(ist)o • quibus lsetor et gaudeo ' Et hoc 
mihi est ad salutem perpetuam - quod ipsum 
factum orationibus uestris • administrate 
20 s(an)c(t)o sp(irit)u siue p(er) uitam siue p(er) mortem • Est eni(m) 

mihi uiuere in chr(ist)o et mori gaudium • Et ip 
sum in uobis faciet misericordia sua • ut eande(m) 
dilectionem habeatis • et sitis unanimes ■ 
Ergo dilectissimi ut audistis p(rae)sentia mei ita 
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XVII. ROYAL MS. i D. IX. 



The Gospels in Latin, of St. Jerome's version; written, probably at Winchester, early 
in the eleventh century. It was probably written for either Christ Church or St. Augustine's, 
Canterbury, as it contains (f. 44 b) a charter of king Cnut, confirming the privileges of the 
Church, addressed to Lyfing, archbishop [of Canterbury, 1013-1020], Godwine, bishop [of 
Rochester, dates uncertain], and iElmer, abbot [of St. Augustine's, Canterbury, 1006-1022] ; and 
on f. 43 b is a note of the reception of king Cnut and his brother Harold into a confraternity 
which may be that of Christ Church (as assumed by Wanley, in Hickes' Thesaurus, ii. 181) 
or St. Augustine's, signed by brothers DorS, Kartoca, and Thuri. These documents probably 
belong to about the year 1017, when Cnut became king of all England ; and it is likely that 
the book in which they are written was then a new acquisition on the part of the monastery. 
Subsequent to the dissolution it became, like several other Canterbury books, the property 
of John, Lord Lumley, whose library was purchased, after his death in 1609, for Henry, 
Prince of Wales, eldest son of James I. 

The interest of the volume lies in its illumination, which is a fine example of a style which 
broke out into great splendour in southern England about this time, and of which the special 
home was Winchester. Its characteristics are the employment of a frame-work of broad gold 
bands, intertwined with luxuriant foliage, and sometimes inclosing medallions containing small 
figures. The finest (and also probably the earliest) extant example of it is the Benedictional 
written for iEthelwold, bishop of Winchester 963-984, and restorer of New Minster (or Hyde 
Abbey) in that city, now in the possession of the Duke of Devonshire. Other fine specimens 
are the Gospels, written probably at New Minster early in the eleventh century, and now in 
the British Museum (Add. MSS. 34890), in which broad bands of silver are employed as well 
as gold (see Warner's Illuminated MSS. in the British Museum, 2nd series, pi. 2); and the 
Missal of Robert of Jumifeges, Bishop of London 1044-1051, and Archbishop of Canterbury 
1051, believed also to have been written at New Minster about 1013-1017, and now at Rouen 
(edited, with facsimiles, by the Rev. H. A. Wilson for the Henry Bradshaw Society, 1896). 
The connexion of these three books with New Minster (and to them may be added the Charter 
of Foundation of New Minster in 966, now Brit. Mus. Cotton MS. Vesp. A VIII, and the 
Benedictional or Pontifical of Robert of Jumifeges, now at Rouen, but evidently written at 
New Minster, and by some supposed, though without much evidence, to have been written 
for iEthelgar, abbot of New Minster 965-977, and afterwards Bishop of Selsey and Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury), and the similarity of style between them and the present volume, make 
it highly probable that the latter was written at Winchester, if not at New Minster itself. 
A later development of the style, in which thin bars of colour are substituted for broad bars 
of gold, may be seen in Brit. Mus. Arundel MS. 60, a Latin Psalter with interlinear glosses 
in English (see Thompson, English Illuminated Manuscripts, fol. 7). 

Vellum; ff. 150. 13I in. x iof in. Written in a large and clear minuscule hand, in 
paragraphs, generally short in length. The last leaf of St. John's Gospel is missing. The 
first words of each Gospel are enclosed in ornamental designs, as shown in the plate. The letters 
in these illuminated pages, and the initial letters of paragraphs, are written in gold. The 
Eusebian canons and sections are indicated in the margins, but no table of canons is prefixed 
to the text. At the end of the volume is a lectionary for the whole year. According to 
the old catalogue of the Royal Library, made in 1734, the original binding was of wooden 
boards, one of which was hollowed out, either for the collection of alms or to receive some 
kind of ornament. 

The page reproduced (f. 70) contains Luke i. 1, 2. 



S(E)C(UN)D(U)M LUCAM 




multi conati sunt ordinare 
narrationem • quae in nobis 
completae sunt rerum sicut 
tradiderunt nobis • qui ab ini 
tio ipsi uiderunt ■ et ministri fue 
runt sermonis : • 
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XVIII. HARLEY MS. 1802. 



The Gospels, in Latin, of St. Jerome's version; written at Armagh by Maelbrigt hua 
Maeluanaigh in the year 1138. Formerly in the Bibliothfeque du Roi at Paris; but like 
Harl. MS. 1775 (see above, pi. ix) it was stolen thence by Jean Aymon and sold by him (before 
1 7 18, see Toland, Nazarenus: An Account of an Irish Manuscript of the Four Gospels, 2nd ed., 
p. 15, note 28) to the Earl of Oxford. 

The MS. represents, in a late stage, the Irish hand and style of decoration which, in the 
early days of its splendour, gave birth to such magnificent volumes as the Book of Kells and 
(indirectly) the Lindisfarne Gospels. It includes Irish verses (inserted, with other matter, 
between the genealogy in Matt. i. 1-17 and the rest of the Gospel) and inscriptions, partly 
in Latin and partly in Irish, by the scribe of the MS., giving us his name and age; while the 
longest of these inscriptions, at the end of the Gospel of St. John, mentions a number of 
historical events which fix its date to the year 1138. 

Vellum ; ff. 156. 6£ in. x 4I in. Written in a small minuscule hand of Irish character. The 
Gospel of St. Matthew, and the first few chapters of Mark and Luke, are furnished with 
interlinear and marginal glosses. Pages of decorative design, with very grotesque figure- 
drawing, are prefixed to the Gospels of SS. Mark and Luke; and the initial letters of each 
Gospel are adorned with coloured patterns. Otherwise the ornamentation consists only of 
patches of red, green, or yellow in the initial letters of sentences. A long discussion of the 
date of the MS. is given by Humphrey Wanley, Lord Oxford's librarian, in his Catalogue of 
the Harleian Library. A full description, especially of the Irish parts of the MS., is given by 
Dr. William Reeves in the Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy, vol. v. 1851 ; see also 
Westwood, Palaeographia Sacra Pictoria, pi. 18, and Palaeographical Society, i. pi. 212. 

The page reproduced (f. 128) contains John i. 1-15. 




Principio erat uerbum . 

(et) u(er)bum erat ap(ud) d(eu)m . (et) d(eu)s erat u(er)bu(m) . 
h(oc) erat in principio apud d(eu)m . 0(mn)ia 
p(er) ipsum f(a)c(t)a s(un)t.(et) s(i)n(e) ipso f(a)c(tu)m (est) n(ihi)l. 
quod f(a)c(tu)m (est) in eo uita (est).et uita erat i(n) ip(s)o 
lux hominum . (et) lux in tenebris lucet . 
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(et) tenebrae earn non comprehenderunt . 

Fuit homo misus a d(e)o: cui no(men) erat ioha(n) 

nis : hie uenit in testimoniu(m) . ut testimonium 

p(er)hiberet de lumine . ut om(ne)s crederent p(er) 

ilium . Non erat ille lux . s(ed) ut testimonium 

p(er)hiberet de lumine . Erat (enim) lux uera . 

q(uae) illuminet omnem hominem uenientem i(n) h(un)c 

mundum . in mundo erat . (et) mundus p(er) ips(um) 

f(a)c(tu)s (est) . (et) mundus eum n(on) cognouit . In p(ro)p(ri)a 

uenit . (et) sui eum non receper(un)t . q(uo)tquot (autem) 

receperunt eu(m) . dedit eis potestatem fi 

lios d(e)i fieri . his qui credunt in no(min)e eius . 

qui non ex sanginibus . neq(ue) ex uoluntate 

carnis . neque ex uoluntate uiri . s(ed) ex d(e)o 

nati sunt . Et u(er)bum caro f(a)c(tu)m (est) . (et) habita 

uit in nobis . (et) uidimus gl(ori)am e(ius) . gloria(m) 

quasi unigeniti a p(at)re . plenu(m) gr(a)tiae (et) u(er)itatis . 



IOhannes testimoniu(m) p(er)hibet de ipso. 

(et) clamat . dicens . Hie erat . q(uem) d(i)xi uob(is) . 
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ncafuo. Ccutotr ocus c(6 ttrt»nft 
t arr.-fonamus lt»mmemat)riTia 
gitwn i ftmiimtoicm nram- 1 pftr 
ptfals martft tuoianutp celt \\xm 
^•iiT«tuftq;ct«aitttt.ommc(;itpt!lt- 
qf6 mouourmxtrra- trctcaurr mts 
iDiritticm ar» yiTtagititin Tfttniitut 
oinemfttam.oDymagmf«ta«ni 
UUtmmafaUum iftmmamcaai^ 

C09-^>11'DTXTItJ'lUt&tKU8 1 atC Ctt 

tttt^mttinpiicBmim titpimttft ' 
ffu&trateam.iTOmwamtmptfa 1 
t5 mans i uoianitfe ecu i umtta> 
fie anttnatratp quemoumirfug 
-cram iDyirq: tctts ■ CacceDi uo 
bis omnt ncttnm affttmtf feme 
fu$ernam / timtufaiignaqueiTB 
uenT miemenpioitmcnxcgniuTO 
fmurftntuouts m cftam'? amctf 
antmamrt5Terte.ommq;uoium 
vSa- Timmfts quemouemnrm t 
ra^m quite e antmaumens urm 
teniir at) ticfccno t ftm ctnt- vmtr 
q;ocus cimcra que fccctar; t cranr 
ualoe i»na/r fern c uefpett'? 
Btcsrctots. 
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XIX. ROYAL MS. i D. I. 



The Bible in Latin, of St. Jerome's version, followed by the ' Interpretations Nominum 
Hebreorum ' of Remigius of Auxerre ; written in southern England in the thirteenth century 
by a scribe named William of Devon. The style of illumination closely resembles that of 
MSS. known to have been written about this date at Rochester, many of which subsequently 
found their way into the Royal Library; and the prominence given to St. Martin in the 
principal illuminated page of the volume (f. 4 b) has given rise to the suggestion that the MS. 
was executed for Laurence de St. Martin, Bishop of Rochester 1251-1274 (Warner, Illuminated 
MSS. in the British Museum, first series, pi. 3). On the other hand, the prominent representation 
of the martyrdom of Becket and of incidents from his legend on f. 231 b, and of SS. Peter and 
Paul, the special patrons of St. Augustine's, Canterbury, on f. 4 b (while St. Andrew, the patron 
saint of Rochester, is not represented), may be held to point rather to Canterbury; and the 
appearance of St. Martin, who had a well-known church at Canterbury, would not be out of 
keeping with this ascription. Apart from the name of the scribe, however, which is given at 
the end of the Bible text (f. 540 b), there is no direct evidence to show either where the MS. 
was written or how it entered the Royal Library. 

The thirteenth century was an important period in the history of the Bible in Western 
Europe. The condition of the Vulgate text became an object of the attention of the scholars 
of the newly established University of Paris, under the influence of the French king, St. Louis. 
They did not, indeed, conduct a very scientific revision of the text, but they formed a standard 
text amid the welter of corruptions which had overwhelmed the labours of Alcuin and his 
successors, and their text became the foundation upon which Popes Sixtus and Clement based 
the printed Vulgate which is still the Bible of the Roman Church. Further, a doctor of the 
University of Paris, Stephen Langton, afterwards the great Archbishop of Canterbury who led 
the barons of England in their struggle with King John, divided the Bible text into the chapters 
which continue in use to the present day. A great outburst of activity in the circulation of the 
Scriptures seems to have taken place at this period, and copies of the Bible, made generally on 
thin vellum in double columns and in very small hands, have come down to us from the 
thirteenth century in large numbers. (Cf. Berger, Revue de Theologie et de Philosophie, torn. 16, 
Lausanne, 1883, pp. 41-66, and De Vhistoire de la Vulgate en France, Paris, 1887.) 

The present MS. is interesting, not only as a representative of this period of activity in the 
circulation of the Bible text, but also as an example of the development of the art of illumination 
in southern England and in the closely allied school of northern France. The initial letters of 
chapters are decorated with simple red and blue patterns ; those of the several books of the Bible 
are on a larger, though still moderate, scale, illuminated in gold and colours, sometimes 
containing delicately executed figure designs, and with off-shoots which already run far up 
and down the sides of the column of writing, though they do not yet approach the luxuriance 
of the illuminated borders of the fourteenth and (still more) fifteenth centuries. In addition, 
the Bible text is preceded by a nearly complete page of figure designs, with the Crucifixion 
and the Virgin and Child as central subjects ; the Psalter is preceded by half a page of similar 
designs, one of which is the murder of St. Thomas of Canterbury; and the first pages of the 
Old and (to a less extent) the New Testament are ornamented with elaborate borders containing 
a large number of small miniatures. A special feature of this MS., as of some others of the same 
period, is furnished by the admirably executed grotesque figures of men and animals with which 
many of the decorative borders are enlivened. 

Vellum ; flf. 582. i2| in. x 8 in. Double columns of 50 lines each ; written' in a somewhat 
small and closely-packed but very regular hand. For a coloured reproduction of the principal 
page of miniatures (f. 4 b) see Warner, /. c. 
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The page reproduced (f. 5) contains the first chapter of Genesis. 



1 



N principio creauit deus ce- 
lum (et) terram . Terra au(tem) erat 
inanis (et) vacua: (et) tenebre e- 
rant super faciem abyssi . et 
sp(iritu)s domini ferebatur super a- 
quas . Dixitq(ue) deus • fiat lux • 
Et f(a)c(t)a e(st) lux . Et uidit d(eu)s lu- 
cem q(uo)d e(ss)et bona: et diuisit lu- 
cem a tenebris . appellauitq(ue) 
lucem diem : (et) tenebras noc- 
tem . factum(que) e(st) uespere (et) ma- 
ne : dies unus . Dixit quo(que) 
deus . fiat firmam(en)tum i(n) me- 
dio aqu(a)rum: (et) diuidat aquas 
ab aquis . Et fecit deus fir- 
mam(en)tum • diuisitq(ue) aquas 
que erant sub firmam(en)to ab 
hiis que erant super firma- 
mentum . Et f(a)c(tu)m e(st) ita . voca- 
uitq(ue) deus firmam(en)tum ce- 
lum • (et) f(a)c(tu)m e(st) uespere (et) mane : 
dies secundus . Dixit uero 
deus . Congregentur aque 
que sub celo sunt in locum 
unum : (et) appareat arida • f(a)c(tu)m(que) 
e(st) ita . Et uocauit deus arida(m) 
t(er)ram: congregat(i)o(n)esq(ue) aqu(a)ru(m) 
appellauit maria . Et uidit 
deus q(uo)d esset bonum : et ait • Ger- 
minet terra herbam uirente(m) 
(et) facientem sem(en).(et) lign(um) pomifer(um) 
facie(n)s fructu(m) iuxta genus su- 
um • cuius semen in sem(et)ip(s)o 
sit super t(er)ram . Et f(a)c(tu)m e(st) ita . 
Et protulit terra h(er)bam ui- 
rentem (et) affere(n)tem seme(n) iux(ta) 
genus suum : lignum(que) faci- 
ens fructum (et) habens un(um)q(ui)d(que) 
sementem secund(um) sp(eci)em sua(m). 
Et uidit deus q(uo)d e(ss)et bonu(m): 
f(a)c(tu)m(que) e(st) uespere (et) mane : dies 
tercius . Dixit au(tem) deus . fia(n)t 
luminaria in firmamento 
celi • (et) diuidant diem ac noc- 
tem . (et) sint in signa (et) te(m)pora 
(et) dies (et) annos . ut luceant 
in firmam(en)to celi . (et) illumi- 
nent t(er)ram . Et f(a)c(tu)m est ita . 
Fecitq(ue) deus duo magna 
luminaria . luminare ma- 



ius ut pree(ss)et diei : (et) luminare min(us) 
ut pree(sse)t nocti . et Stellas • (et) posuit eas in 
firmam(en)to celi : ut lucerent s(upe)r t(er)ram . 
(et) pree(ss)ent diei ac nocti • (et) diuid(er)ent lu- 
cem ac tenebras . Et uidit deus q(uo)d 
e(ss)et bonum : (et) f(a)c(tu)m e(st) uespere (et) mane : 
dies qu(a)rtus . Dixit (etiam) deus • Produ- 
cant aque reptile anime uiuentis (et) 
uolatile s(upe)r terram : sub firmam(en)to 
celi . Creauitq(ue) deus cete g(ra)ndia • (et) om- 
nem anima(m) uiuentem atq(ue) mota- 
bilem • qu(a)m produx(er)ant aque in spe- 
cies suas • (et) omne uolatile secundu(m) 
genus suum . Et uidit deus q(uo)d e(ss)et 
bonum : b(e)n(e)dixitq(ue) eis dicens • Cres- 
cite (et) multiplicamini • (et) replete aqu(a)s 
maris: auesq(ue) multiplice(n)tur super 
t(er)ram • (et) f(a)c(tu)m e(st) uespere (et) mane : dies q(ui)n- 
tus . Dixit quo(que) deus . Producat t(er)- 
ra animam uiuentem in gen(er)e suo: 
ium(en)ta (et) reptilia (et) bestias terre secun- 
dum sp(eci)es suas • f(a)c(tu)m(que) e(st) ita • Et fe- 
cit deus bestias terre iuxta sp(eci)es suas . 
(et) iumenta (et) omne reptile terre in ge- 
nere suo . Et uidit deus q(uo)d e(ss)et bonu(m) : 
(et) ait Faciamus hominem ad yma- 
ginem (et) similitudi(n)em n(ost)ram • (et) p(re)sit 
piscib(us) maris (et) uolatilib(us) celi . (et) bestiis 
t(er)re • uniu(er)seq(ue) creature ■ omniq(ue) reptili 
q(uo)d mouetur in terra . Et creauit deus 
hominem ad ymaginem (et) similitu- 
dinem suam . ad ymagine(m) dei creau(it) 
ilium • masculum (et) feminam creau(it) 
eos . B(e)n(e)dixitq(ue) illis deus (et) ait . Cres- 
cite (et) multiplicamini . (et) replete t(er)ra(m) . 
(et) subicite earn . (et) dominamini pisci- 
b(us) maris (et) uolatilib(us) celi . (et) uniuer- 
sis animantib(us) que moue(n)tur sup(er) 
t(er)ram . Dixitq(ue) deus . Ecce dedi uo- 
bis omne(m) herbam afferente(m) seme(n) 
super t(er)ram (et) uniu(er)sa ligna que ha- 
bent in semetip(s)is semente(m) generis 
sui • ut sint uobis in escam • (et) cunctis 
animantib(us) terre • omniq(ue) uolucri 
celi • (et) uniu(er)sis que mouentur in t(er> 
ra • (et) in quib(us) e(st) anima uiuens ut ha- 
beant ad uescend(um) . (et) f(a)c(tu)m e(st) ita • vidit 
q(ue) deus cuncta que fecerat: et erant 
ualde bona.(et) f(a)c(tu)m e(st) uespere et mane: 
dies sextus. 
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XX. ROYAL MS. i A. XIV. 



The Gospels, in English ; a copy written in the twelfth century of a translation made in 
Wessex in the tenth or eleventh century. Formerly in the library of St. Augustine's, Canterbury, 
the press-mark of which (Distinctio XVI, Gradus II II) appears on the page reproduced. After the 
dissolution of the monasteries it became the property of Archbishop Cranmer, whose name 
(Thomas Cantuarien[sis]), written by his secretary, appears on the same page, together with that 
of its subsequent owner, John, Lord Lumley, and its press-mark in the Royal Library, which it 
entered with the rest of Lord Lumley's books in 1609. 

This plate resumes the history of the English Bible, which was begun in connexion with the 
interlinear glosses inserted in the so-called Psalter of St. Augustine (pi. x) and the Lindisfarne 
Gospels (pi. xi). The present version of the Gospels appears to have been made soon after the 
Lindisfarne gloss, namely, about the end of the tenth century (see next article) ; but whereas that 
was made in the north of England and is in the Northumbrian dialect, this was made in the south 
and in the dialect of Wessex. It is especially notable as being the first independent version of 
the Gospels in English, i.e. the first in which the English translation stands by itself, without the 
Latin from which it is taken. Six copies of it are known to exist, the earliest being one in the 
library of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, which was written in the monastery of Bath by one 
iElfric, probably early in the eleventh century. 

Vellum; ff. 175. 8£in. xs|in. Written in a rather rough hand, with no ornamentation 
except plain coloured initials. The order of the books is Mark, Matthew, Luke, John. The 
MS. was copied from Bodl. MS. 441 at Oxford (Skeat, The Holy Gospels in Anglo-Saxon, 
Northumbrian, and Old Mercian Versions, 1871-1887, preface to St. Luke's Gospel, pp. vii, viii). 
A collation of the whole MS. is given by Skeat in his edition of this version (pp. cit.). 

The page reproduced (f. 3) contains Mark i. 1-9. 

Text(us) iiii euangelior(um) Aug(ustini) d(istinctio) xvi. g(r)a(dus) I II I 

Thomas Cantuarien(sis) i. a: xiv 

p. 2. 

Initiu(m) s(an)c(t)i euangelii secundu(m) marcu(m). Ecce mitto 
angel um meu(m) ante faciem tua(m). qui p(re)parabit 
uia(m) tua(m) ante te ; 

HER ys Godspelles angin, halendes cri 
stes godes sune. Swa awriten is on fas 
witegan bee isaia(m). Nu ic asende mine aen 
gel beforan finre ansyne Se gegarewaS 
Jnnne weg beforan pe. clepigende stefen on 
J?am westene gegarwiaS drihtnes weg. do"3 
10 rihte his siSas. Iohannes wses on westene 
fulgende (and) bodiende. daedbote fulwyht on 
synna forgyfenysse (and) to him ferde eall iude 
isca rice, (and) ealle ierosolima ware, (and) wseron fra(m) 
him gefullode on Iordanes flode. hyora 
15 synna andettenne. And Iohannes was gescryd 
mid oluendes haere. (and) fellen gyrdel waes em 
be his laendenne. (and) garstapen (and) wude hunig 
he aet. (and) he bodede (and) cwaeS. strengra cymS a^f 
ter me J?aes ne aem ic wufSe J>(aet) ic his scona 
20 J?wanga bugende un cnytte. Ic fullige eow on 
waetere. he eow fulloS on halgu(m) gaste. Venit 
ih(esu)s a nazareth galilee (et) baptizatus est a ioha(n)ne 

On }>a(m) dagu(m) co(m) se haelend fra(m) f" in iordane. 
nazareth galilee. (and) waes gefullod on Iordane 
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XXI. COTTON MS. CLAUDIUS B. IV. 



Paraphrase of the Pentateuch and book of Joshua, in English, by iElfnc the Grammarian, 
written in the eleventh century; with Latin notes (from Jerome and elsewhere) added in a 
somewhat later hand in the margin and in blank portions of the spaces left for illustrations. 
Formerly in the library of Sir Robert Cotton, but no trace is left of its earlier history. It is 
imperfect at the beginning, where the first leaf of the author's introduction is lost, and also at 
the end, the last verse of Joshua being lost, together with the book of Judges (and perhaps the 
other historical books of the Old Testament), which probably followed it. The author, in his 
Treatise concerning the Old and New Testament (ed. W. Lisle, London, 1623), states that, in 
addition to the Heptateuch, he translated ' some part ' of the books of Kings, a homily of the 
book of Job, and the books of Esther ('briefly after my manner'), Judith and Maccabees; but 
these, except the homily on Job and a fragment of Judith (which are included in Thwaites' 
edition, mentioned below), are not now extant. 

The identity of the author has been a matter of dispute, and he has commonly been taken 
to be iElfric, Archbishop of Canterbury, who died in 1006. This identification, however, is 
impossible, since the author, in the preface to his Homilies (ed. B. Thorpe, iElfric Society, 
London, 1843-1846), speaks of 'king iEthelred's day' as a time now past (iEthelred died in 
1016); while in his Treatise above mentioned, written subsequently to both the Paraphrase 
and the Homilies (since both works are mentioned in it), he speaks of himself as abbot. He 
appears to have been a monk of Abingdon, to have been transferred thence by Bishop 
iEthelwold to the Old Minster at Winchester, thence to have been sent by Bishop iElfheah 
to be abbot of Cerne, in Dorset, a monastery founded by iEthelmaer, ealdorman of Devonshire, 
and ultimately to have been made abbot of Eynsham, in Oxfordshire, which was also founded 
by iEthelmaer (see Diet of Nat. Biog., s.v.). The Paraphrase is dedicated to iEthelweard, son 
of iEthelmaer and his successor in the office of ealdorman, at whose request it was made. The 
date of its composition would thus appear to be early in the eleventh century. Only two copies 
of it are now known to exist, namely the one now under notice, and one in the Bodleian Library 
at Oxford (Cod. Laud. Misc. 509), from the latter of which it was printed by E. Thwaites in 
1698. iElfric was also the author of a Latin-English Grammar and Glossary (whence his 
surname of Grammaticus) and of other works. 

The present MS. is somewhat earlier than that given in the preceding plate, but the original 
of the Wessex Gospels has generally been referred to a date about half a century before iElfric's 
work. It is noticeable, however, that iElfric, in the preface to his first series of Homilies, says 
that the English at that time 1 had not the evangelical doctrines among their writings, those men 
only excepted who knew Latin, and those books excepted which king iElfred wisely turned from 
Latin into English, which are to be had ' ; and in his subsequently-written Treatise he speaks as 
if no English version of the Gospels were accessible, referring his readers instead to his own 
Homilies on the Gospels. iElfric having been himself an inhabitant of Wessex in the earlier 
part of his life, it is hardly possible that the English version of the Gospels can have been current 
there before the year 1000, and probably it was not produced much earlier than his Paraphrase. 
In any case the latter holds much the same place with regard to the history of the Old Testament 
in England as the former with regard to the New. It is not indeed wholly a translation, some 
parts of the original being paraphrased and others condensed ; but with the exception of the 
Biblical poem of Caedmon, which is necessarily less close to the original, it is the earliest form 
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in which the Old Testament narrative was made known to the English people in their own 
tongue. 

Vellum; ff. 156. 12$ in. x8f in. Written in a rather large minuscule hand of Anglo-Saxon 
type, and copiously furnished throughout with illustrations, depicting the various incidents of the 
narrative. In the latter half of the volume the illustrations are left unfinished, the figures being 
just blocked out in colour, and the heads drawn in outline, without features. In a few places 
the artist has not begun his work at all, blank spaces being left for it. 

The page reproduced (f. 38) contains iElfric's version of Genesis xxii. 13-18, with a 
pictorial representation of the sacrifice of Isaac. The photograph is slightly reduced in scale. 



iob desce(n)dit . Sic(ut) sc(r)iptu(m) e(st) i(n) exordio uoluminis ei(us) . Vir erat i(n) t(er)ra bus : n(ome)n ei(ns) iob : ler(onimus) dic(it) . Male ig(itur) q(u)ida(m) estimant 
eu(m) c(ss)c d(c) gen(er)e esav . Siq(u)idc(m) q(uo)d i(n) fine libri ipsi(ns) habet(nr) . eo q(uo)d d(e) syro sermonc t(ra)nslat(us) est : q(ui) qu(a)rt(us) sit ab esav : 

et reliq(o)a q(ua)e ibi co(n)tinent(ur) : in hebreis uolnminib(us) n(on) habent(ur) : 



siinu isaac : H6 het )>aj>a stowe d(omi)n(u)s uidit . J>(aet) ys gode gesyhfc . (and) gyt ys 

gessed swd in m6nte d(omi)n(u)s uidit . JKaet) ys g6de gesyMS 6n diine ; 6ft 

clypode s£ 6ngel . abraham . (and) cw(ae|>) . ic swirige fcurh me sylfne ; saede 

se aelmfhtiga nu "Bu noldest arian )>inu(m) ancennedan suna . dc *Se 

waes min 6ge mare J?on(ne) hys Mf . ic fce nu bletsige (and) Sinne ofspringe 

gemenigfylde : swa swa steorran on h£ofonum . (and) swa swa sdnd 

c€ose\ on sae . pin ofspringe sceal agan h£ora feonda gdta . (and) 6n 

)?fnu(m) ssede beo*S ealle Seoda gebletsode . f6r}?anfce J>U gehyrsu 

modest mfnre hsese 'Sus; 



locos (enim) iUe non distat a monte moria p(er) iter 



nnins diei.(et) e(st) inter bethel (et) hay: 



In monte d(omi)n(n)s uidebit . Qo(as)i . Sic(ut) respexit 
ysaac i(n) monte: sic uideat nus in hac 
angustia . die(m) u(er)o lib(er)ationis ysaac di 
cunt hebrei prima (m) die(m) septembris: 
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XXII. ADDITIONAL MS. 17376. 



The Psalter and Canticles in Latin and English ; written about the middle of the fourteenth 
century. The MS. also contains the religious poems of William of Shoreham, who was 
admitted Vicar of Chart Sutton, near Leeds, in Kent, in the year 1320; and from this 
circumstance William of Shoreham has been supposed to be the author of the translation of 
the Psalms also. It has been shown, however, that the two works must have had their origin 
in different parts of the country, Shoreham's poems being in the Kentish dialect, while the 
Psalter is in that of the West Midlands (see The Earliest Complete English Prose Psalter, by 
Karl D. Balbring, Early English Text Society, 1891, pp. vii-ix). The history of the MS. is 
unknown until 1828, when it was purchased from a dealer by Mr. A. Henderson of Edin- 
burgh, at the sale of whose library in 1848 it was bought for the British Museum. 

Throughout the Middle Ages the Psalter was a favourite book in England, and was 
translated earlier and oftener than any other part 'of the Bible. The first direct translation 
of any book of the Bible into English (Caedmon's poetical paraphrase of the Bible narrative 
not being reckoned) was the Psalter of Aldhelm, bishop of Sherborne, who died in 709. 
King Alfred, also, is said to have been engaged on a translation of the Psalter at the time of 
his death. Both these versions, unfortunately, are lost. The earliest extant English translation 
of any part of the Bible is, however, again a Psalter, namely the interlinear gloss described 
above under Plate X; and similar glosses are found in several other MSS. of later date. 
In the thirteenth century, again, when the English language was beginning to recover from 
the long period of depression which followed the Conquest, a metrical version of the Psalms 
was produced, of which several copies are still extant; while the fourteenth century saw the 
appearance of two prose versions, one of which is described here, and the other in the 
following plate. In both cases the translation is verse by verse, the Latin text being given 
before the corresponding English. Only one other copy of the present version is known, 
which is preserved in the library of Trinity College, Dublin. From these two MSS. the text 
of the entire work has been edited by Dr. Bolbring (op. cit.). 

Vellum, ff. 221, the Psalter itself, with the Canticles appended to it, occupying 149 ff. 
7§ in. x 5 J in. Initial letters of psalms are flourished in red and blue, and small red and blue 
capitals mark the beginnings of verses. 
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The page reproduced (f. 92) contains Ps. xcviii. 1-8. 

CAntate domino gentes canti 
cum nouu(m) quia mirabilia fecit, 
d 3e men syngej* to our lord a 
newe songe for he ha}? don wo(n) 
5 derful pynges. Saluauit si 

bi dexteram. i(d est) auxilium ele(ct)oru(m) 
eius et brachiu(m) * i(d est) potestatem 
sanctum eius. He saued to hym pe helpe of hys 
chosen and hys holi pouste. Notum fecit dominus sa 
10 lutare suu(m) in conspectu gentiu(m) reuelauit iusticia(m) sua(m). 
d Our lord made hys helpe knowen and shewed hys 
ry3tfulnes in sy3t of men. Recordatus est misericor 
die sue et veritatis sue domui isr(ae)l. (J He pou}t o(n) 

e 

hys mercy and on hys sojmes to pe hous of isr(ae)l. Ui 

15 derunt omnes omnes termini terre salutare dei nostri 
iubilate deo om(n)is terra cantate exultate et psallite. 
d Alle pe contre hys of |>e er|>e se3en pe hel)?e of our 
lord god he alle pevpe ioie|> to god and syngej? and gla 
dep and v(er)seilej>. Psallite d(omi)no in cithara in cithara 

20 et voce psalmi in tub(is) ductilibus et voce tube cornee. 
(J SyngeJ* to our lord in harp and in voice of psalme 
in trumpes bete(n) and voice of trumpes of horne. Iu 
bilate in conspectu regis d(omi)ni moueat(ur) mare et pleni 
tudo eius orbis terrar(um) qui habitant in eo. Gla 

25 dep in pe sy3t of pe kyng our lord be pe se stired 
and hys plente pe world and hii J?at wonen per 
inne. Flumina plaudent manu simul montes ex 
ultabunt a conspectu d(omi)ni quonia(m) venit iudicare t(er)ra(m). 
(J pe flodes shul ioie(n) togidres wy|> honde and 

30 mou(n)teyns shul gladen of pe sy$t of our lord for he 
[comeJ> to iuge t?erj>e.] 
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XXIII. ARUNDEL MS. i*8. 



The Psalms in Latin, with translation and commentary in English by Richard Rolle of 
Hampole ; written in the fourteenth century. Formerly in the library of Thomas Howard, 
Earl of Arundel (1586-1646), the great collector of books, pictures, and ancient marbles. 
His collections were, however, neglected by his grandson, Henry Howard, afterwards Duke 
of Norfolk, and much of them lost or scattered ; but by the mediation of John Evelyn the 
ancient inscriptions were presented in 1667 to the University of Oxford, and the library to 
the then newly founded Royal Society. In 1831 the MSS. were transferred, by a combina- 
tion of purchase and exchange, from the Royal Society to the British Museum. Of the 
history of the MS. before its acquisition by Arundel there is no trace, though some notes of 
ownership have apparently been erased. 

This version of the Psalms was made at about the same date as that which has just been 
described, and is another sign of the popularity of the book in England in the fourteenth 
century. Its author, Richard Rolle, was a native of Yorkshire, who, after being educated at 
Oxford, adopted the life of a hermit, ultimately settling at Hampole, near Doncaster, where 
he died in 1349. He was famous both as preacher and as author, writing in English as well 
as in Latin, and addressing himself not merely to the learned but to the general public. His 
religious poem, 'The Pricke of Conscience/ was avowedly written in English for the instruc- 
tion of those who knew no Latin. His translation of the Psalms, with commentary attached, 
circulated very largely, and many MSS. of it are still extant. Originally written in the 
Northumbrian dialect, its language was modified as it spread through southern England, 
and there are considerable differences between the various MSS. of it. The present copy 
was evidently written in the south, and the Northumbrian peculiarities of dialect have been 
modified. Thus in the first verse of the page here reproduced, the Latin words monies 
and colles are respectively rendered hawis and hillis in the original; but in the present MS. 
the northern hawis is removed, and hilles appears in both clauses, to the detriment of their 
literary form. Similarly the northern verbal forms, rennys, turnys, cumys, &c, are replaced 
by the southern rennen, turnith, cutntnith, ,&c, and the broad a of the north by o (e.g. gastly, 
gostlye). The substance of the work, however, is faithfully preserved in the present copy, 
while in others it is considerably altered. The whole has been edited from Northumbrian 
MSS. by the Rev. H. R. Bramley (Oxford, 1884). 

Vellum; ff. 232. n± in. x 7$ in. Double columns, of 40 lines each; written in a rather 
large and thick hand, with no ornamentation beyond simple coloured initials. The translation 
and commentary follow the Latin verse by verse, the Latin being written in a larger hand, 
while through the greater part of the MS. the translation is underlined, to distinguish it 
from the commentary. A calendar is prefixed, in which the festivals of English saints are 
prominent, while obits of two members of the Webbe family have been inserted early 
in the fifteenth century. 
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The page reproduced (f. 208) contains Ps. cxiii. 3-1 1 (cxiv. 3-cxv. 3 according to the 
numbering in our Bibles). In col. 2, 11. 4 and 6, he is twice written for we, and in 1. 24, 
peir for pi. 



Jordan J>at is baptizede men to(ur)n 
id is a3ein to pew gode. Mon 
tes exultauerunt ut arietes 
et colles slcut agni ouium. 

5 C hilles gladid as wethirs and hy 
lies as lambis of schepe. hilles 
of pe aposteles pe whiche are a 
s belle wethers pat is leders of 
pe flok gladdi}> in sauyng of m 

10 annis saule. and hilles pat is g 
ode men pat are innocens and 
meke as lambis. Quid est 
tibi mare q(uod) fugisti . et tu 
iordanus quia conuersus 

15 est retrorsum C What is to pe 
see . pat pou flede . and pou Jo 
urdan pat pou art to(ur)nid a3ein 
as who saij> pou world what is 
it pat pi lettynges left . and so 

20 manye }>ousand men forsakand 

pe vanite ware to(ur)nid to god . (and) 
pou iourdan pat is pe men pat 
rennen lustes why lefte 3e 3 
our custumes. and 3ee. Mo(n) 

25 tes exultasti sicut arietes 
et colles sicut agni ouiu(m) C 
hilles gladid as wepers and 
hilles as ochepe lambis of s 
chepe. lo why. A facie d(omi)ni 

30 mota est terra a facie dei 

Iacob C Fro pe face of lord sti 
reid is pe erpe fro pe face of 
god of iacob. pat is pat pe kn 
awyng of oor lord ih(es)u criste erp 

35 ely men is styride fro peir s 
yn and are glade to lufe him 
for he is. Qui conuertit 
petram in stagna aquar(um) 
et rupem in fontes aquar(um) 

40 ([ pat turnip pe stone in sta 



ngnes of waters and roche in 

welles of waters d First god w 

as as stone and roche pat is he 

semed full harde whiles he kne 

we nought hym self sethen w 

han he bygan to lufe hym he 

meltij? hym in vs and wonep in 

oure hertes as well of life p(a)t 

we hafe wetyng to do his will. 

Non nobis d(omi)ne non nob 

is sed no(min)i tuo da gl(or)iam (J 

Nought to vs lord nou3t to us 

but to pi name 3ife pe joie. 

pat is lord nought to our me 

rites but to pi name 3if pe ioie. 

pat is 3if vs grace to knawe p(a)k 

alle pi 3iftes are of pi godenes 

in pe pi name be glorified for 

pat ioye cu(m)mi|>. Sup(er) m(isericord)ia 

tua et v(er)itate tua nequa(n)do 

dicant gentes vbi est de(us) 

eor(um) (J Of pi mercye and of Jri 

sothfastnes . lest whan folke 

say whar is peir god . of peir 

mercye pat pou clepest synfu 

1 men and of pi so|>efastnes 

pat pou 3eldest to gode men 

mede as pou behight. Deus 

au(te)m noster in celo . omnia q 

uecumq(ue) uoluit fecit, d Our 

god sof>ely in heuene . alle pi 

nges pat he wolde he made. 

Als who sa\p hej>ene men as 

ken whar is our god . and we 

ansuere . he is in heuene . pat 

is mighty abouen alle creat(ur)s 

for alle jring for alle Jring 

J?at he wille gostlye or bode 

lye he made . wharfore he is 

alle mightye. Simulacra 
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XXIV. EGERTON MSS. 617, 618. 



The Bible, in English, of the earlier Wycliffite version; in two volumes, but imperfect, 
beginning with the Book of Proverbs. Written at the end of the fourteenth century. Belonged 
to Thomas of Woodstock, Duke of Gloucester, youngest son of Edward III, who was executed 
by order of Richard II in 1397. His arms appear in the illuminated border of the first page 
of the MS. Its subsequent history is unknown, until, in the seventeenth century, it is said to 
have belonged to Dr. John Hunter and Dr. John Fell (ob. 1797). At the sale of the latter s 
books it was bought by Dr. Adam Clarke (ob. 1832), after whose death it was sold in 1836 
to a dealer for ^110, and in 1837 it was purchased for the British Museum out of the fund 
bequeathed in 1829 by Francis Egerton, Earl of Bridgewater, for the purchase of manuscripts 
(see Historical and Descriptive Catalogue of the . . . MSS. in the library of the late Dr. Adam 
Clarke, by J. B. B. Clarke, London, 1835). 

In this plate we reach at length the first complete Bible in the English language. It 
owes its origin to precisely the same feeling as that which actuated iElfric and Rolle in their 
partial ventures in the same direction, namely the desire to make the Bible known to those 
who could not read Latin ; and it forms part of the scheme for enlightening the poorer and less 
educated classes of England, of which the other most prominent feature was Wycliffe's order 
of 'poor priests/ The idea is universally ascribed to Wycliffe, but how much of the actual 
translation was executed by him is unknown. The greater part of the Old Testament (as far 
as Baruch iii. 20) is stated to have been the work of Nicholas Hereford, one of Wycliffe's 
principal adherents at Oxford. The New Testament is generally assigned to Wycliffe himself, 
and he may have completed the Old Testament ; but there is no certain evidence on the subject. 
The translation, like all its predecessors, was made from the Latin ; it is not until Tyndale that 
we find recourse being had to the original Greek and Hebrew. The New Testament was 
probably completed about 1380, the Old Testament between 1382 and Wycliffe's death in 1384. 
An attempt has recently been made by Father Gasquet to show that the Bible now extant is not 
the work of Wycliffe, or of the Wycliffite party at all, but was produced by the official heads 
of the English Church, Wycliffe's constant enemies; but the theory involves too many 
improbabilities to be acceptable. The Wycliffite Bible, in both its earlier and its later form 
(see next plate), has been edited by the Rev. J. Forshall and Sir F. Madden, of the British 
Museum (four vols., Oxford, 1850). 

Vellum ; two vols., ff. 224 and 177. 1 ft. 5! in. x 1 ft. Double columns of 46 lines ; written 
in a large and rather thick hand. Initial letters of chapters are illuminated, and the first pages 
of books surrounded with borders in gold and colours, in the style characteristic of English work 
at the end of the fourteenth and beginning of the fifteenth century ; a style of great taste and 
beauty, prematurely extinguished by the troubles of the French War and the Wars of the Roses. 
At the end is a calendar of lessons for the year, showing that the translation was intended, 
if not to be read in churches, at least to be read in accordance with the services of the Church — 
perhaps in the less formal services held by the ' poor priests/ 
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The page reproduced (Eg. 618, f. 74) contains Acts i. 1-22, somewhat reduced in scale. 



• • • 



apostles 



• • • 

F 



orsoJ>e pou the 
ophile first y made 
a sermoun or word 



of alle pe }>ingis 
5 pat iesus bigan 

for to do (and) teche: 
til in to pe day 
in pe whiche he comau(n)dede to pe 
apostlis bi pe hooly goost : who(m) 
10 he chese was taken up. To whom 
(and) he 3aue hym self alyue or quyc 
after his passioun. in many ar 
gume(n)tis or preuyngis by fourty 
days: apperynge to hem (and) spekynge 
15 of pe reinne of god. And he ety(n)ge 
togydere comau(n)dide to hem pat 
pei schulden not dep(ar)te fro ierusale(m): 
but pel schulden £e abide be biheeste 

whiche 

of pe fadir. pe 3e herden he seij> by 
20 my mou}\ Soj>ely ioon baptizide i(n) 
water: but 3ee schuln be baptizid 
in pe hooly goost: not after pes ma 

pat 

ny days. Therfore pei camen togi 
dre: axeden hym seyinge Lord 3if 

25 in pis tyme: schalt pou restore pe 
kyngdome of yrael? forsoJ>e he sei 
de to hem. It is not 3oure for to 
haue knowe pe tymes or mome(n) 
tis: pe whiche pe fader hap putte 

30 in his power. But 3ee schuln take 

pe vertu of pe hooly goost cu(m)my(n)ge 
fro aboue in to 30U (and) 3ee schuln be 

(and) 

witnessis to me in ier(usa)l(e)m in al ju 
dee and samarie: (and) vnto pe vt(er)mest 

35 of pe erpe. And whenne he hadde 
seide pese fringes hem seeynge : he 
was lift up and a cloude receyuede 
hym fro pe eeien of hem. (And) wha(n)ne 
pei byheelden hym goynge in to 

40 heuene: loo two men stooden ny3 
besides hem in whiit clojris pe 
whiche and seyden. Men of galilee : 
what stonden 3ee byholdinge in 
to heuene ? J?is iesus pat is take(n) 

45 up fro 30U in to heuene : so schal 

co(m)me as 3ee sawe(n) hy(m) goynge in to 



dedes 

heuen. Than J>ei turneden a3ein 

to ier(usa)l(e)m fro pe hill pat is clepide 

of olyuete pe whiche is bisidis 

ierusalem: hauynge pe iourneye 

of a saboth. And wha(n)ne pei had 

den entride in to pe soupinge place : 

to 

pei wenten up in pe hi$er Jringes 
wher J>ei dwelten petir (and) ioon ja 
mes (and) andrew philip. (and) thomas. 
bartholomewe (and) mathu james of 
alphey and symo(n) 3elotes: and judas 
of jamys. alle j>es weren dwellinge 
or lastynge to gidre in preyer w(i)t(h) 
wy(m)men and marie pe moder of ie 
su. and w(i)t(h) his brej>eren. In poo 
dayes petur risynge up in pe my 
dil of brej>eren : seide. Forso}>e J>ere 
was a cu(m)panye of men to gider: al 
mest an hundrty and twenty, men 
brej>eren it byhoue)> pe scripture to 
be fulfillid. whiche pe hooly goost 

be 

before seide pe mouJ> of daui}?. of 
judas J?at was leder of hem : J>at 
token iesu pe whiche was noum 
brid in vs : (and) gat pe sort of hys my 

e 

nystre. And forsoj^e pis weldide a 
feeld of pe hiire of wickidnesse and 
he hangid to barst pe mydil : and 
alle his entrailis ben sched abrood. 
(and) it was maad knowen to alle me(n) 
dwellinge in ierusalem. so pat pe 
ilk feeld was clepid acheldemac in 
pe langage of hem: pat is pe feeld 
of bloode. ForsoJ>e it is write(n) in 
pe booke of psalmys. The habita 
ciou(n) of hym be maad desert and 
be per not pat dwelle in it: and 
an oper take pe bischopriche of 
hym. J>erfore it bihouej* of pis me(n) 
pat maad ben gadrid to gider w(i)t(h) 
vs in alle tyme. in whiche pe lord 
iesu entrede in (and) wente, out amo(n)g 
vs bygynnynge fro pe baptyme 
of ioon vnto pe day in whiche 
he was taken vp fro vs : oon of 
pese for to be maad a witnesse 
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Uffilnli trail ft lift HriVti 
prpn lfefrpfrifrtvntd In j 
tout tf nrtitos*finirt i 
ftrtj*s?t Atlrn axBtt fro 
mipf/psiimingvnt^ ar 
wttQ&pmn+nimmtr 

i ym^tfjr of tn fr* to sf*V 



ofalna/tinBnmf 

•imrnmnrtVJftStii 
fefllJfy/ * bopf IBM mft 
*bifo:c guD; gtmiQf in rt lie 
pr mmtrmrns * mfhti 
ih>nSiS of yrioiD.nnyoii 

>no rfnld-fip tfiailifrii n& 
barnmc. Vbopf ifcrtro of 
I (pffTflfltrnitycr taf$/£ 
i if biMy*i*hmt »rfW 
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XXV. EGERTON MS. 1171. 



The New Testament, in English, of the later Wycliffite version; written in the fifteenth 
century. Preceded by a calendar and lectionary, and followed by a number of lessons from 
the Old Testament, to be read throughout the year (' Here begynneth the lessouns and pistlis 
[i. e. epistles] of the olde lawe that ben red in the chirche in al the yeer aftir the use of Salisburi ' ; 
with ' othere lessouns of the olde testament that ben not red aftir the use of Salisburi The 
volume has probably always been in private possession, and the names of a series of owners in 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries are recorded on its first pages, including that of the 
great book-collector, Richard Heber. It was purchased for the British Museum in 1849 fr° m 
a dealer for ^30, out of the Egerton bequest. 

The later Wycliffite version of the Bible, represented by this MS., followed the earlier at 
a very short interval. The translation of Nicholas Hereford, which included the greater part 
of the Old Testament in the earlier version, was considered too pedantic for popular use, and 
the whole was capable of improvement. The revision which was almost immediately taken in 
hand is ascribed to John Purvey, one of Wycliffe's most intimate friends ; but the attribution, 
though probable, is not absolutely certain. This version rapidly supplanted its predecessor, 
and out of some 170 copies of the Wycliffite Bible now in existence, over 140 are of the revised 
edition. Many, perhaps most, of them are small volumes, with little or no ornamentation, 
evidently intended for the private use of men who could not afford expensive books. The 
copy here reproduced, though not wholly undecorated, belongs to this class of volumes plainly 
intended for general use, and is a fair example of the Bible which circulated in England during 
the fifteenth century. 

Vellum ; ff. 357. 5I in. x 3! in. Double columns of 30 lines, in a small hand. Small 
illuminated initials at the beginnings of books, and initials of chapters flourished in red and 
blue. The Pauline Epistles precede the Acts and Catholic Epistles. 

The page reproduced (f. 82) contains the greater part of the prologue commonly prefixed 
to the Gospel of St. Luke in Vulgate MSS., and Luke i. 1-11. The words printed in italics are 
written in red ink. 



F\ro)log 

ful of pe holi goost . (and) wha- 
K pe ne A gospels were(n) writen 
bi matheu in iudee . (and) bi 
mark in italie; luk bi sti- 
5 ri(n)ge of pe holi goost . wro- 
ot Jris gospel in pe cu(n)tres 
of acaie . pe moost nede 
of his trauele was Jris, 
pa,t pe manhede of crist 

10 schulde be open to fexp- 
ful grekis; A }>at god schul- 
de come in fleisch, pfa)t is 
to schewe bi alle p(ro)fetis; 
pfa)t c(ri)st schulde be god (and) ma(n) 

15 to gidere, lest criste(n) greekis 
token hede to pe fablis of 
iewis; (and) weren holden in de- 
siir aloone of moises la- 
we . (and) luk traueilide lest ei- 

20 pir pei were(n) disceyued bi 
fablis of eretikis . (and) fo(n)ned 
steljns: (and) felden awei fro 
tru}>e.}ris luk bigy(n)ne)? at 
pe consepc(i)on (and) natiuite 

25 of joon baptist : (and) discry- 
uep pe natiuite (and) bapti(sm) 
(and) prechi(n)ge of crist. (and) his dep 
(and) risinge a3en (and) ascenc(i)on . 
Here endifi fie p(ro)log of 

30 luk . {and) bigy{v)nep his book 

A bi alle profetis 



I. C° 
pe firste chapetre. 

IN J>e 
daies of 
Eroud 
ki(n)g of 
judee 
per was 
a p(re)st 
Zacharie bi name of pe 
sort of abia.(and) his wiif 
was of pe dou3tris of aa- 
ron : (and) hir name was eli- 
zabe)> . (and) hope were(n) iust 
bifore god : goinge in alle 
pe mau(n)deme(n)tis (and) iustifi 
yngis of pe lord . wijn>u- 
ten pleint . (and) pei hadden 
no child . for elizabeth was 
bareyne . (and) boJ?e weren of 
greet age in her daies. (and) 
it bifel JKa)t wha(n)ne zacharie 
schulde do pe office of p(re)st- 
hode in pe ordre of his co- 
urs to fore god aftir pe 
custum of preesthod he we(n)- 
te forj? bi lott (and) entride i(n) to 
pe temple to ensence(n) . (and) al 
pe multitude of A peple was A pe 

wiJ?oute for|?.(and) prede(n) i(n) pe 
ho(ur) of encensing . (and) an au(n)gel 
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